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SUMMER IS SOCIAL 
Enjoy and  
Protect! 

• Sunscreen 
• Hydrate 
• Life jackets and water safety 
• Insect protection 
• Fire safety 

NTMN Member Summer Social  
Wednesday, July 13, 2016 
Texas Discovery Gardens at Fair Park 
3601 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Enter Fair Park Gate #6 and turn right on Second Avenue.  
The parking lot is on your right. 
6:00-8:30 PM 
Potluck! Bring your favorite dish. 
Volunteer hours if you arrive early to help set up  
or stay late to help sweep up. 
RSVP not necessary.  
Bring a friend, partner or spouse. All are invited! 
TDG gift shop and butterfly house will be open until 6:45 
Questions? lauriehero@verizon.net 



Update your profile! 
 

You may choose to share your email and phone number with other North Texas Master Naturalists. 
If you do so, the details that you share will be included on the Member Profiles page. 

Your contact details will not be shared on the public site.  Please see the help menu for instructions. 
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Announcements Chapter 
Meetings 
Time, Location 
and Speaker 
 
Wednesday, August 3 
6:30-8:30 PM 
Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research & Extension Center 
17360 Coit Rd 
Dallas,  TX 75252 
Monica Morrison 
“Wild Cats in Texas” 
 
Wednesday, August 31 
(This is our September 
meeting) 
6:30-8:30 PM 
Center for Community 
Cooperation 
Meadows Conference Center 
2900 Live Oak 
Downtown Dallas 
Gilbert Martinez 
“Common Amphibians of North 
Texas” 
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Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com 
/northtexasmasternaturalists 
or join our group 
“NT Master Naturalist Members” 
(members only) 

SAVE THE DATE! 
October 21-23, 2016 

(Friday to Sunday) 
2016 Texas Master Naturalist 

Annual Meeting 
 

AT and VH Hours 
Emphasis on Advanced Training 

 
Meeting details posted on txmn.org 

 
La Torretta Lake Resort and Spa 

Lake Conroe 
Montgomery, Texas 
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Bruce Stewart, Chapter President 2016 
 

Jim Varnum  
 
 
This spring we lost an important member of our chapter, Jim Varnum. I want to bring you up-to-
date with what has taken place since the announcement of his passing in the last Dragonflyer. 
Jim Varnum was active with both field activities and administrative chores. The field activities were 
conducted for NTMN and the North Texas community at large. People from around the area would 
call upon Jim to evaluate a planned facility and make suggestions on how they might improve it. He 
conducted site surveys and made plant lists throughout the Dallas and Fort Worth area. Jim also 
conducted walks and talks at facilities for both master naturalists and the community at large. 
We are working with the many groups that Jim assisted to provide the resources they need. North 
Texas Master Naturalists have stepped forward and helped with these activities; Jim mentored many 
and they now fulfill that role. 
 
Jim had been active in the NTMN since 1999 and managed service records in the early years. In the 
past several years, he was the person who approved Advanced Training opportunities and posted 
them on the calendar. Mary Mamantov is working with the advanced training opportunities and 
managing the calendar for both AT and volunteer hours. Using Jim’s old calendars and contacts, we 
will provide continuity in those areas. 
 
Many members wanted to honor Jim for all he did for our chapter. Kevin Malonson (class of 2015) 
collected written tributes about Jim. Natha Taylor and Bobbie Mayhew put the written tributes in a 
memory book; Carroll Mayhew added photos of Jim in the field. The book was presented to 
Stephanie Varnum at the June chapter meeting (see page 5) and she was very touched by the 
sentiments in the book. We will post the written tributes on our website. There is already a photo 
gallery of Jim’s activities on the website. 
	

Volume 64, June/July 2016 The Dragonflyer 

President’s Page 



 

Jim and Stephanie Varnum represented our chapter on the planning committee for the North Texas 
Regional Conference that we are planning with the six other North Texas chapters to be held on 
April 1, 2017. At the regional conference, held at the Briarwood Conference Center in Azle, we plan 
to dedicate a memorial to Jim. The conference center is used by the Lewisville fifth grade students to 
fulfill their outdoor education requirement. We will use our fall Big Chapter Project to work on the 
memorial at Briarwood. We are exploring options, which might include interpretative trails and a 
wildflower meadow. The other Master Naturalist chapters in north Texas are also interested in 
assisting in whatever we do at Briarwood and want to be involved with the planning, too. Jane Duke 
and Gary Barton are now representing our chapter on the steering committee for the regional 
conference. 
 
Jennifer Weisensel is also working on a video to commemorate Jim. We will show this video at the 
Master Naturalist State Convention in October and it will be on our website, too. Jennifer would like 
to interview NTMN members who can share their stories about working with Jim. Jim was so active 
that it should be very interesting to weave together stories about walks and talks, plant surveys, 
BioBlitzes and all the other activities you did with him. Please contact Jennifer to schedule an 
interview or be interviewed at the Summer Social. If you have any video (or audio) of Jim we would 
like to include that material, Jennifer has tools that can copy the original and improve the quality if it 
is a few years old and not up to current standards; the final video will look great. 
 
One thing that Jim produced for the community was Jim’s This and That. Many relied on this to see 
what was happening in the area and make plans accordingly. Dana Wilson has volunteered to rebuild 
the distribution list for Jim’s T&T and more importantly write Jim’s This and That for distribution.  
 

To get on the distribution list go to 
Nature_Links@Yahoo.com  
and ask to join.  
You will get an invitation from Dana. 
 
 
 
We will miss Jim Varnum but his 
legacy lives on in many of us  
and in our community. 
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Jim Varnum continued… 

Photo	courtesy	of	Stalin	SM		
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The Dragonflyer has respectfully added this section to honor members who have passed. 

Please forward information and obituaries to newsletter@ntmn.org 

In Memoriam 

The Jim Varnum Tribute book was presented to Stephanie 
Varnum at our monthly meeting on June 8, 2016.  
A collection of remembrances of her beloved husband, Jim was 
compiled in this book. Bobbie Mayhew and Natha Taylor created 
the book with photos collected by Carroll Mayhew and tributes 
collected by Kevin Malonson from member contributions. 
Stephanie expressed her gratitude for all the efforts on Jim's behalf.  
 

Additional information will be 
announced in the coming 
weeks about other activities  
we are undertaking to honor 
Jim Varnum. 

 

 

Myra Ogren  
NTMN Class of 2015 

Jim Varnum  

Photos	courtesy	of	Stalin	SM		
and	Carroll	Mayhew	

Maya Beverly Ogren, 60, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, transitioned from 
this life to the spirit world on Wednesday, May 18th, 2016. 
Though she journeyed with cancer, her vitality, passion, and zest 
for life endured even in her last days. Her mission to educate and 
inspire a personal commitment to the natural world will live on 
through the non-profit organizations she founded and the 
innumerable lives she touched. She graduated with her Juris 
Doctorate from the University of North Dakota in 1986.  
She practiced law for many years before becoming a naturalist, 
educator, and accredited National Park Service Interpreter.  
She served in the US Virgin Islands, the Maquoketa Caves, the 
Tallgrass Prairie, the Ozarks, and the Texas hill country.  
Her passion for conservation even led her to establish the Mexico 
Glass Recycling Initiative, which garnered her national attention. 
 
Maya founded Naturalist Adventures and later Iowa Master 
Naturalists to empower others to volunteer in their communities 
promoting awareness, understanding, and stewardship of Iowa’s 
Natural World. 
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The NTMN Pollinator Trunk, one of the 2016 class projects, was shared at the 
Irving Art Center Day Camp on June 17. This was its inaugural outing! 

 

2016 NTMN Class Project	

Congratulations NTMN Graduating Class of 2016 
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Front Row l-r:  Heather Lowe, Andie Comini, Yolanda Arteaga-Gonzalez, Courtney Vanous, 
Carmen Ramirez, Laura Phelps, Judy Aschner, Maureen Bly, Mary Freeman, Linda Barnes  
(kneeling: Elaine White) 
Middle Row l-r:  Judy Cato, Tory Gardner, Tiffany Curtis, Ceciliee Wallace, Tara Nieuwesteeg, 
Valerie Standifer, Claudia Armstrong, Vicki Adcock, Claudia Townsend, Cari Weinberg,  
Phyllis Foer, Ethel Stephens 
Back Row l-r:  Emily Muehleman, Tom Carrell, Will Seals, David Johnson, Larry Ball, Eddie Bull, 
Henry Aschner, Don Pearson, Jared White, John White, Linda Tomczak, Michele Miles 
Not Pictured:  Adriana Bate, Sidra Benator, Aaron Benator, Sally Braden, Jason Brogden,  
Ron Hiscock, CA Hiscock, Hans Jallreus, Julie Keith, Jon Papp, John Pauley, Vincent Tenorio, 
Jason Tucker, Michael Mooney, Michelle Ward 
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Photo courtesy of Carroll Mayhew 

Photos courtesy of Natha Taylor 



Junior Master Naturalist Graduation 
By Judy Parsons 

 
On Thursday, June 2, 2016, the first Junior Master Naturalist class graduated! The festivities started 
with pizza, fruit kabobs, and an array of delicious desserts.  After dinner there was an outstanding 
presentation by The Blackland Prairie Raptor Center.  The students and their families were 
enthralled by their amazing birds.  The culmination of the evening was the Junior Master Naturalist 
certificate ceremony in recognition of attendance at the following classes and field trips: Geology, 
Mammalogy, Aquatics, Botany, Ornithology, Entomology, and Herpetology. 

 
Special thanks to all of the North Texas Master Naturalists and the Perot Museum  
who helped make the Junior Master Naturalist Program a success! 

 
 

Photos courtesy of Judy Parsons 

Junior Master Naturalist  
Volume 64, June/July 2016 The Dragonflyer 

7 



8 

The Dragonflyer Volume 64, June/July 2016 

  
Connemara Conservancy Foundation 

More Than Meets the Eye 
By Mark Yarbrough 

 
History 
At first look the 72-acre Connemara Meadow Nature 
Preserve is an island in a sea of development in North 
Texas, and if that were the full story of Connemara 
Conservancy it would be a success story. There is another 
side of Connemara that is much harder to visualize which 
impacts conservation in a less observable way. 
 
Frances Williams and her daughter, Amy Monier, founded 
Connemara Conservancy in 1981 as one the first land 
trusts in Texas. Ahead of her time, Frances was concerned 
that her family’s farmland was in jeopardy of succumbing 

to urban sprawl. Her original donation of the 72-acre Meadow Preserve on the border of Plano and 
Allen in North Texas guaranteed that future generations will be able to experience the great outdoors 
in all its natural beauty. From that beginning, Connemara has grown to become one of the state’s 
recognized leaders in land conservation and environmental education, protecting more than 6,000 
acres from future development. 
 
The purpose of this article is to provide details on Connemara’s mission and scope of work that may 
interest North Texas Master Naturalists. I graduated in the class of 2006, which led to my 
involvement as a member of the Board of Trustees in 2008. I am currently beginning my second term 
as President of the Board. In spring 2012, my day job turned into an afternoon and evening job. This 
has made it difficult to attend meetings and to become acquainted with many of my new fellow 
Master Naturalists. Hopefully we will meet soon and this article 
will lead you to volunteer opportunities with Connemara.   
 
Meadow Nature Preserve 
The meadow is a 72-acre former family farm. Vegetation consists 
of a mix of native and invasive plants. Led by Bob Mione, 
Meadow Manager, of the Blackland Prairie Chapter of Master 
Naturalists, there is an active group of volunteers working in the 
meadow. Connemara has received grants from REI, National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation, Audubon Society and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. Utilizing the Texas Parks and Wildlife grant, 
Connemara has joined the nationwide effort to protect and restore 
habitats for the Monarch butterfly, American bumblebee and 
other pollinators critical to our way of life. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
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Connemara continued..	

Restoration efforts are under way in the meadow that focuses on increasing the amount of flower and 
grass habitat important for conservation of the Monarchs and native bees.   
Grant monies and donations have also enabled Connemara to purchase a tractor and mower to 
facilitate monthly bird walks led by Master Naturalist and Audubon Society members and general 
maintenance activities. 
 
There are currently seven restoration plots where volunteers are working to remove invasive species 
and establish native prairie plants and grasses. Master Naturalists have come up with innovative ways 
to supply water to the restoration plots that are currently being established in the Meadow. 
 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Connemara is currently an all-volunteer 
organization. As such we depend on various 
skills to keep Connemara moving along. 
Whatever your profession, abilities or passion we 
would love to assist you in finding your niche in 
volunteering. 
 
Connemara has a group of volunteers who meet 
every Sunday AM from 8:30 until about Noon 
(depending on the weather) and another group 
that meets during the same time period on 
Tuesday mornings. All volunteers are welcome 
and we offer free training on restoration activities 
and a chance to get your hands dirty. 
 

More Information 
 

For general questions contact: 
Mark Yarbrough 

 mjyarbrough@sbcglobal.net or 214.532.3738 
 

For volunteer questions contact: 
Bob Mione 

meadowmanager@connemaraconservancy.org or 
214.534.1900 

 
For information on Connemara Conservancy 

and schedule of events: 
http://connemaraconservancy.org/wordpress/ 
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Photos courtesy of Mark Yarbrough 



Book Review 
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The Invention of Nature: Alexander von Humboldt’s New World 
Andrea Wulf, 2015 

 
If you haven’t read it yet, you should put this book on 
your “must read” list. Alexander von Humboldt may be 
one of the most famous and influential men you have 
never really heard about. On the centennial after his 
birth (1869), the world celebrated as they have for only 
a few people. President Ulysses Grant attended a 
celebration along with 10,000 others in Pittsburgh, and 
25,000 people gathered in New York’s Central Park to 
listen to speeches in front of a new large bronze bust of 
Humboldt. 

To borrow lines from the dust cover: “Alexander von 
Humboldt (1769-1859) was an intrepid explorer and 
the most famous scientist of his age. In North America 
his name still graces four countries, thirteen towns, a 
river, parks, bays, lakes, and mountains. His restless life 
was packed with adventure and discovery, whether he 
was climbing the highest volcanoes in the world or 
translating his research into bestselling publications that 
changed science and thinking. Among Humboldt’s 
most revolutionary ideas was a radical vision of nature 
that is a complex and interconnected global force that 
does not exist for the use of mankind alone.” 

As he travelled the world studying plants, animals, weather patterns, people (nothing was 
unimportant to him), he developed ideas that were very radical in his day, including the position that 
man was destroying the environment on which he depended.  

Most amazing was the influence that Humboldt had on other scholars, scientists and writers. He was 
Darwin’s inspiration in writing The Origin of Species; he was the influence that led John Muir to 
formulate his ideas of natural preservation, and Thoreau to write Walden. His friends and 
acquaintances included Thomas Jefferson, Simon Bolivar, Goethe, and Wordsworth. For many 
people, Humboldt was, as Prussian king Friederich Wilhelm IV said, “the greatest man since the 
deluge.” 

As the author summed it up, “Environmentalists, ecologists and nature writers today remain firmly 
rooted in Humboldt’s vision – although many have never heard of him.” 

By Jim Folger 



 
Mammal Trunk at Camp Wisdom Boy Scouts of America Camp 

 
David Parrish presented the Mammal 
Trunk to Scouts at the Camp Wisdom  
Boy Scouts of America Camp in 
Duncanville on June 21 and 22.   
 
The Mammal Trunk fit in with the theme 
titled “CSI-Cub Scout Investigations”. 

Volunteer Projects and Activities 
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Thanks you for your continued commitment to NTMN.   
Our chapter's volunteer hours and advanced training hours continue to grow every year.   
The following are the hours entered in the VMS system for the months of January - April 2016.   
 
214 members reported Advanced Training hours 
AT hours reported – 1018 
218 members reported Volunteer Hours on Service Projects 
VH hours reported – 9375 
 
92 Different Project Opportunities 
 
Because of the size of our chapter and the number of Master Naturalist volunteering in our 
community, we now have 3 people approving hours. We have divided the alphabet in the following 
manner.  You may still direct questions to membership@ntmn.org, and it will be directed to the 
correct person. 
 
A-I  Nelda Reid, reidntmn@gmail.com (or membership@ntmn.org) 
J-Q Elizabeth Sutherland - ebsutherla@sbcglobal.net 
R-Z Mary Mamantov - latvia@swbell.net 
 

Many of our members updated their VMS profile when we moved to the new system in January. 
However, if your VMS profile had not been updated, you should have received an email from the 
Hours Approval team giving you until June 19 to update your profile. If your profile was not updated 
by that date, your access has been restricted until the data is entered.  One of the advantages of 
moving to the VMS system is that Texas Parks & Wildlife takes care of an annual background check 
of all our members for FREE. However, there is required information in your profile that must be 
updated for that to occur.  Because we are required to stay up-to-date on our background checks, we 
are asking everyone to make sure that your profile data is correct.  That includes your birthdate, 
driver's license number, and other critical information.  
 
If you still need to update your profile, please follow the steps found when you click the 'Report 
Hours' button on the NTMN website. There are a bunch of helpful documents just below the login 
for VMS. The document to walk you through this simple process is named: VMS Initial Login for 
New Users: Change Your Profile. 
 
If you need help, please email membership@ntmn.org or contact the Hours Approval team member 
responsible for approving your hours. (See alphabet breakdown above). 
 
Thanks from Nelda, Mary, and Elizabeth! 
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North Texas Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist Program 
Guidelines for Volunteers  

 
• Abide by the Standards of Conduct of the Texas Master Naturalist Program. 
• Fully adhere to the Code of Ethics of the Texas Master Naturalist Program. 
• Before the event, ensure that you have the information you need for the volunteer 

opportunity. 
o Date 
o Time 
o Contact information 
o Proper clothing and protective gear (gloves, hat, sunscreen, etc.) 

• Wear your NTMN branded apparel, if possible. 
• Wear your NTMN nametag. 
• If you have committed to volunteering and cannot appear, attempt to let the leader know as 

soon as possible. 
• Note the correct opportunity to which you will report your volunteer hours. 
• If you are volunteering for a Public Outreach, Educational Talk, Community Presentation, 

or Walks and Talks/Trail Guiding opportunity, be prepared to report client data. An 
optional form for recording client data is available on the NTMN member website. Choose 
Resources, then Outreach Trunk Materials, then Client Counts. 

Volunteer Guidelines 

Big Chapter Project coordinator: 
This is a very detail-oriented project management job which will have responsibility for organizing 
the fall Big Chapter Project.  Please email Charlotte Flowers at charart1234@aol.com to learn more 
about this job. 
Yahoo Group project: 
We are seeking someone to analyze our use of the Yahoo Group to determine if there is a better 
alternative.  Please contact Bruce Stewart at president@ntmn.org if you are interested in this project. 
Resource Manager 
This position reports to the Vice President.  Responsibilities include maintaining the AV 
equipment, the printed material we use for Outreach events, and any other resources for 
meetings.  Also responsible for maintaining the information on the website about resources available 
for members.  Volunteer hours available.  Please contact Jim Folger at vicepresident@ntmn.org. 
Chapter Meeting Membership Administrator 
We need someone to help us track attendance at the General Meetings.  This would require 
attendance at the General Meetings to manage the sign up of members and welcoming 
visitors.  Responsibilities would include tracking attendance in Excel and reporting to the Board and 
Liz Rudd.  About 2 VH hours each month.  Please contact Bruce Stewart at president@ntmn.org if 
you are interested. 

Help Wanted 
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Master Naturalist Mission 
To develop a corps of well informed volunteers, to provide education, outreach,  

and service dedicated to the beneficial management of natural resources  
and natural areas within our local communities.   

Primary objective: Develop a Texas Master Naturalist volunteer network that can be self sufficient. 
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North Texas Chapter Administration 
 
*President - Bruce Stewart  president@ntmn.org 

Goals Committee - Jim Folger  goals@ntmn.org 
Speakers Bureau - Janet Smith  speakers@ntmn.org 
Videography Committee - Jennifer Weisensel  videos@ntmn.org  
Policies and Procedure Guidelines Committee -  
Sara Beckelman  policy@ntmn.org 
Nomination Committee - Judy Parsons pastpresident@ntmn.org   

*Vice President - Jim Folger  vicepresident@ntmn.org 
 Programs and Special Events - Richard Grayson  programs@ntmn.org 
 Hospitality Committee – Angela Perez-Michael  hospitality@ntmn.org 
 Audit Committee - Stan Altschuler  audit@ntmn.org 
 Awards Committee - Jim Folger vicepresident@ntmn.org  
 Resource Manager - VACANT resource@ntmn.org 
*Secretary - Jo Lynne Merrill  secretary@ntmn.org 

Historian/Archivist - Natha Taylor  historian@ntmn.org 
*Treasurer - Linda Donnelly and David Reid  treasurer@ntmn.org 
*Volunteer Service Projects - Mary Mamantov  activities@ntmn.org 

Advanced Training – Mary Mamantov  advtraining@ntmn.org 
 Big Chapter Projects - Charlotte Flowers charat1234@aol.com 
*Membership - Nelda Reid  membership@ntmn.org 
 Volunteer Management System 
*New Class Director - Connie Koval  education@ntmn.org 
*Communications - Whitney Wolf  communications@ntmn.org  

Website - Rick Murphy  webmaster@ntmn.org  
Newsletter Editor - Nancy Kraut  newsletter@ntmn.org 
Facebook - Linda Cooke  facebook@ntmn.org   
Photography - Carroll Mayhew  photographs@ntmn.org 
Outreach - Rose Mercer  events@ntmn.org 

*State Relations - Gary Barton  representative@ntmn.org 
*Immediate Past President - Judy Parsons  pastpresident@ntmn.org 
*TPWD Advisor - Sam Kieschnick Sam.kieschnick@tpwd.texas.gov 
*Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Advisor - Elizabeth Rudd 
Elizabeth.Rudd@ag.tamu.edu 
 
*Denotes Board Member  
The Dragonflyer is published every two months.  
Send your submissions to Nancy Kraut at newsletter@ntmn.org. 
	
	
		

Chapter Meetings 
Open to the Public 

First Wednesday monthly 
Social time at 6:30 PM. 

Meeting at 7:00 PM 
 

Board Meetings 
The Monday before the first 
Wednesday each month at 

6:30 PM. 
 

Visit www.ntmn.org for 
monthly meeting location  

and speaker schedule. 


