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North Texas Master Naturalists
are busy this time of year. The following
projects and organizations are just a few of
our outreach activities highlighted in this
edition of the Dragonflyer.

-Junior Master Naturalist
-Twelve Hills Nature Center
-Texas Discovery Gardens
-Monarch Tagging
-Wildscape at Fair Park
-Texas State Fair

This beloved migrator has the attention of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. A $20 million plan
is in place to fund monarch conservation.
Texas alone will receive $1 million dollars
toward conservation projects.
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is a leader
in habitat restoration and conservation.
This majestic butterfly travels about 3,000 miles
from Canada to Mexico during their annual fall
migration. Over the last decade, we have seen a
90% decrease in the migrating population
but help is on its way!
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Beauty and the beast….

Pipev ine Swallowtail Butterfly

Photo courtesy of Billy Wilt Photo courtesy of Dale Clark

Feature Article on page 11
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Announcements

	
  
Open	
  House	
  for	
  	
  
Master	
  Naturalist	
  2016	
  Class	
  
You are invited and encouraged to attend our
open information meeting on Thursday,
November 5th, 2015, from 7:00 to 8:30 pm at the
Texas AgriLife Extension Service Office, 10056
Marsh Lane, basement room B101 Dallas 75229.
We will have a program, showcase
North Texas Master Naturalist projects and
activities, and answer questions you may have.
It is not necessary to	
  RSVP.

Registration	
  
Application registration opened on October 1,
2015 for the Class of 2016 session!
The application deadline is December 15, 2015.
Registration is limited and
earlier applications receive priority.
Membership application, details and instructions
can be found by visiting www.ntmn.org.

Find us on
Facebook
www.facebook.com
/northtexasmasternaturalists

Chapter Meetings
Locations and Speakers
Wednesday, November 4
6:30-8:30 PM
Walnut Hill
United Methodist Church
10066 Marsh Lane, Dallas 75229

“Two Wildlife Programs
Two Speakers”
Rob Denkhous
“Teaming with Wildlife –
True to Texas Program”

Sam Kieschnick, will be using
iNaturalist, an application for your
phone to navigate you through your
naturalist adventures.

No Chapter Meeting in December.
North Texas Master Naturalists
honor members with our annual
December awards banquet.

North Texas Master
Naturalists participate in a
national program to tag and
track the migration of
monarch butterflies.

In Memoriam
The Dragonflyer has respectfully added this section
to honor members who have passed.
Please forward information and obituaries to newsletter@ntmn.org
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Chapter News
And, The Winner is…
By Jim Folger
The Summer Migration of 2015 to explore alternative venues for our general meetings has been
completed, along with the SurveyMonkey research. We received completed surveys from 137
members. Bruce Stewart circulated the summary results that I prepared, and I thought I would take
the opportunity to share some highlights with you.
The real winners are the 93% of the 137 members who said that it would be “very” or “somewhat”
acceptable to meet at two locations, as shown below.
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Four primary locations were selected as finalists: Walnut Hill United Methodist Church
(WHUMC), Brookhaven College, AgriLife Coit, and the Center for Community Cooperation
(CCC). Survey respondents were asked to rank order preference for these sites and the results are
shown as follows:
Location
WHUMC
Brookhaven
AgriLife Coit
CCC

Rank Order
2.94
2.69
2.29
2.16

Voted as #1
33%
24%
23%
24%

Voted as #2
35%
35%
17%
14%

It is worth noting that there was no runaway winner here. While WHUMC was the number one
selection of 33% who ranked it, 24% of respondents also ranked the other three as a first choice.
The conclusion is that WHUMC will become our default location. It has the added advantage of
being right next to the AgriLife offices on Marsh. The AgriLife Research facility on Coit has been
ruled out until sometime in 2017, due to major construction there. Brookhaven will be the second
location and CCC maybe used on occasion. It is also worth noting that we pay $75 every time we use
WHUMC, and the other three locations are free.
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Since a lot of our members are relatively new,
I thought it would be interesting to share a profile of some of the demographics:

1. In which Master Naturalist
4. Are you currently working…?

Class did you participate?
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Seventy-four percent of respondents are
from the last 5 years of classes, with only
26% from the first 12 years of classes.
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5. How many times have you participated
in the general meetings this year?

2. What is your age group?
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3. What is your gender?
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Tha nk you to J im F olger for hi s a na l ysi s
a nd effor t cr ea ti ng these cha r ts a nd
r epor ting the findi ngs to our member shi p.

none

1 to 2

3 to 5

6 to 9

An analysis was also done on the sign-up sheets
from the meetings. It is clear that the survey
respondents were the ones who are the most
frequent attendees. There was another 45% of the
membership who has not attended any
meetings this year.
As a final note, there was a very strong interest (95%
“very” or “somewhat interested”) in attending a free
1-Day Saturday regional conference. Field trips and
an overnight stay possibility were also of interest,
and will be considered as the Steering Committee
moves ahead with plans for a conference in 2017.
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Chapter News
The Pearls of Pauline (Schafer)
By Jim Folger
In August, 2015, Pauline Schafer left Dallas and her NTMN family
friends behind, heading off to Richland, Washington where her
husband Tobe found a new and exciting career opportunity. We will all
miss her and Arthur, her delightful little boy, who invariably joined us
for meetings, and was always well behaved.

Pauline and Judy Parsons
2015 Nativ e Plants & Prairies Day

Pauline’s contribution to our NTMN chapter has been substantial since
her graduation from the 2009 MN Class. She served on the Board as
Public Relations Director beginning in 2010, and was the
Dragonflyer newsletter editor for the last several years.

She participated in several State Meetings, and lent her talents to the
chapter in developing brochures doing inspired layout and writing copy.
Most recently, she worked with me to revise the NTMN outreach
brochure – now published in glorious color.
During her 6 years with NTMN, she logged close to 800 hours of
volunteer hours, which is remarkable considering she was raising a
family and working at the same time. As Linda Ford commented: “she
filled so many niches in the organization, and never failed to come
through when asked for help and expertise on graphic projects.”

2014 Nativ e Plants
& Prairies Day

At the December Awards Banquet
in 2013, Pauline received a special
“President’s Award” from Stephanie
Timko, as outgoing PR officer,
Newsletter Editor, and organizer of
the chapter’s participation in
Earth Day Dallas.
Her co-workers at
Pauline receiv ing the
Trinity River
2013 President’s Award
Audubon Center
Pauline and Arthur 2013 Awards Banquet
had good things to say about Pauline.
They were impressed by the way she engaged the children, and knew the exact moment to switch
activities for them. The words used to describe her were “awesome” and “amazing.”
Dana Wilson commented that Pauline really “walked the walk.” “She is a very authentic model of
someone who has reduced their carbon footprint.” She and Tobe made a conscious effort to be
a one-car family. They both regularly rode bikes. Pauline kept chickens and nurtured a vegetable
garden in Richardson. According to Dana, she wrapped her lunch in wax paper to use again and
again, and always carried a refillable water bottle. She will be right at home in the environmentally
conscious Northwest. Good luck Pauline. We miss you!
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Chapter Projects and Activities
Junior Master Naturalists in the Classroom and the Field

Photos at the Perot Museum courtesy of Judy Parsons

Junior Master Naturalists exploring geology….

Photos in the field courtesy of Jim Bagley

… and fossils, sharks’ teeth and exciting exploration!
Thanks to “Senior” Master Naturalists for help and guidance.

Photos by Jessica Crowley - Perot Museum
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Chapter Projects and Activities

Twelve Hills Nature
Center
Nature Walk
Guided by
Jim Varnum

Photos courtesy of Linda Donnelley
and Carroll Mayhew

Did you make it to the Texas State Fair?
Lee Kelton did and he captured this
awesome picture of Big Tex!

Fair Park Wildscape Garden Outreach Booth
Saturdays and Sundays through October 18
North Texas Master Naturalist,
Carrie Robinson, contributing volunteer time.
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Chapter Projects and Activities
Ten Year Orchid Study at Cedar Ridge Preserve
By Jim McIntosh
The genus Hexalectris is a species of terrestrial orchids which are mycoheterotrophic, meaning they get all of their food from parasitizing fungi in
the soil. They do not contain chlorophyll. There are seven species, all of
which occur in Mexico; five are found in the United States, including
Texas. These five all grow in Cedar Ridge Preserve (CRP), and have been
the subject of a 10-year research project under the direction of Dr. Marcy
Brown-Marsden (biologist and formerly Interim Dean of Constantin
College, University of Dallas). Each year during June and July, North Texas
Master Naturalists, under the leadership of Dr. Brown-Marsden and/or Jim
and Stephanie Varnum conduct surveys at CRP to identify, measure the
height and tag the various Hexalectris species.
These photographs record the final survey conducted this
year on July 21st. On July 24th,
survey team members conducted a
"snapshot survey" during which
the height of all the tagged
orchids were measured again, and
the tags removed.

Photos courtesy of Jim McIntosh

Monarch Tagging at Cedar Ridge Preserve with Butterfly Expert Dale Clark

Cedar Ridge photos courtesy
of Madeline Kelley
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Feature Article
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Pollinators of Texas
(Reproduced from U.S Fish and Wildlife Texas Pollinator Fact Sheet www.fws.gov)
In Texas, pollinators are bats, bees, hummingbirds, butterflies, moths, wasps, flies, and beetles.
Pollinators need water sources to survive. They can extract water from the nectar sources or the plants
they chew on but some prefer either open water in sunny locations or even muddy spots. Some
butterflies are attracted to salty, sandy areas called puddlings. Providing water sources is easy – you
can choose plants, like honeysuckles that hold water, place dishes of water in sunny areas, or create a
muddy spot.

Pollinators uphold ecosystems all over the planet
•
•
•
•

Up to 80% all plant species are pollinated, mostly by insects.
Three quarters of all the world’s most common human food crops require insect pollination.
These include: coffee, tea, chili, berries, tomatoes, fruit and nut trees, spices, and vegetables.
Additionally, fields of livestock crops, such as alfalfa and clover, are pollinated by insects.

Ten Things You Can Do In Your Yard To Encourage Pollinators.
1. Plant a pollinator garden—provide nectar and feeding plants (flowers and herbs).
2. Provide a water source—place shallow dishes of water in sunny areas or create a muddy
spot.
3. Provide shelter and overwintering habitat (bee boxes, undisturbed soil areas, and piles of
woody debris).
4. Stop using insecticides and reduce other pesticides.
5. Provide sunny areas out of the wind.
6. Use native plant species whenever possible—mimic local natural areas.
7. Grow flowers throughout season. Provide a variety of colors and shapes.
8. Plant in clumps and layers. Use trees, shrub
layers, with some low- growing perennials and
vines—intermix with flowering annuals.
9. Use compost instead of commercial fertilizers.

For Further Information
www.fws.gov/pollinators/ or
www.fws.gov/southwest/es/Pollinator
www.monarchjointventure.org

10. Look but do not touch.
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Feature Article
Pollinator Helper
Texas Discovery Gardens

Pollinator Helper
NTMN and City of Irving

The North Texas Master Naturalists support
Texas Discovery Gardens in their effort to
protect pollinators. We both participate in
Monarch Watch, a program to tag and track
monarch migration. TDG tags monarchs daily
during the State Fair. Below is an excerpt from
the October 6 edition of the TDG newsletter
explaining what “tagging” is all about:
Each year during their migration south, we
catch monarch butterflies, attach a sticker with
a number on it to their wing, record whether
or not they are a male or a female and where
we tagged them, and release them.
We then send the tag data to
MonarchWatch.org, which wants to learn
how, where and when monarchs migrate south
each fall, and how weather affects their
migration.
Monarch Watch relies on the help of
scientists, volunteers, and even members of the
public who happen to see a tagged monarch
and email them the information (if you can
believe it, they fit a web address on the tiny
tag!)
If you spot a tagged monarch, try to take a
photo so that you can send details found on
the tag to Monarch Watch.

Monarch tagging is
underway!
Interested in this
adventure?
Contact Ellen Guiling
eguiling@hotmail.com

Photos courtesy of Jim McIntosh

This was a project of the city of Irving
and North Texas Master Naturalists
assisting a young man with his
Eagle Scout project.
We helped erect 5 bat houses
(bats are important pollinators) at
Mountain Creek Preserve in Irving on
Monday, August 17.

Photo credit TDG
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Feature Article
The Beautiful Pipevine Swallowtail
By John Wilt
We had a bumper crop of Pipevine Swallowtail (Battus
philenor) caterpillars at the Texas Discovery Gardens
this summer. The larva hosts locally on the Pipevine
plant (Astrolichia fimbriata or A. tomentosa).
With hopes of saving the Pipevine plants for the fall
plant sale and from the voracious appetites of the
Pipevine larva, I brought home a few dozen caterpillars.
Fortunately, I had a good supply of A. fimbriata
in my garden.
The Pipevine caterpillars are usually black although
some are redish when they remain feeding in bright,
direct sunlight. They have fleshy tentacle-like
projections extending along their sides. They also have
red-orange wart-like bumps along the abdomen. Not unlike the Monarch butterflies host plant
Milkweed, the Pipevine larva gains toxic substances from the Pipevine plant,
which makes them unappetizing to birds. It may be related to the noxious odor
emitted from the plants when you tear its leaf or stem.
The adult Pipevine Swallowtail is relatively common in
the North Central Texas area. In flight they appear very
dark. The male, however, has a beautiful blue-green
iridescent coloring on its hind wing. The female’s colors are
more subdued. The underside hind wings display a row of
orange spots on an iridescent blue background.
It was fun watching the caterpillars
grow, pupate and finally emerge as
beautiful Swallowtails.

Photo Credits
Upper right: Billy Wilt
Caterpillars: John Wilt
Butterfly: Dale Clark
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Master Naturalist Mission
To develop a corps of well informed volunteers, to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated
to the beneficial management of natural resources and
natural areas within our local communities. Primary objective: develop a Texas Master Naturalist
volunteer network that can be self sufficient.

North Texas Chapter Administration
*President Judy Parsons president@ntmn.org
Programs and Special Events Richard Grayson
programs@ntmn.org
Hospitality Angela Perez-Michael hospitality@ntmn.org
Goals Jim Folger goals@ntmn.org
Speakers Bureau Janet Smith speakers@ntmn.org
Audit Committee Stan Altschuler audit@ntmn.org
Technology Committee Richard Grayson
technology@ntmn.org
Policies and Procedure Guidelines Committee
Sara Beckelman policy@ntmn.org
*Vice President Bruce Stewart vicepresident@ntmn.org

Chapter Meetings
First Wednesday each month
At 7:00PM. Social time and
refreshments at 6:30 PM.

Board Meetings
The Monday before the first
Wednesday each month at
6:30PM.

Meeting locations vary!
Visit www.ntmn.org for
monthly location and
speaker schedule.

*Secretary Jo Lynne Merrill secretary@ntmn.org
Historian Natha Taylor historian@ntmn.org
*Treasurer Louise Smith treasurer@ntmn.org
*Public Relations Jim Folger publicity@ntmn.org
Website Rick Murphy webmaster@ntmn.org
Newsletter Editor Nancy Kraut newsletter@ntmn.org
Chapter Resource Manager Ellen Guiling
resource@ntmn.org
Special Events/Outreach Rose Mercer events@ntmn.org
*Volunteer Activities Mary Mamantov activities@ntmn.org
Advanced Training Jim Varnum advtraining@ntmn.org
*Membership Nelda Reid membership@ntmn.org
*Education Connie Koval education@ntmn.org
*State Relations Julie Collins representative@ntmn.org
Past President Dick Coupe pastpresident@ntmn.org
*Denotes Executive Board Member (Officer)
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