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Find us on Facebook at:  
facebook.com/northtexasmasternaturalists
(public)
or join our group NT Master Naturalist Members
(for members only)

Chapter Meetings 
Open to the Public and FREE to attend
First or second Wednesday monthly 
Social time at 6:30 PM 
Meeting at 7:00 PM

Visit ntmn.org for monthly meeting 
location and speaker schedule.

ON THE COVER
Stalin SM shows it is possible to have fall color in North Texas. 
Taken at Coppell Nature Park. 

Enjoy the season and get outside! For members, there are still 
lots of opportunities for VH this year. Check the calendar for 
details. Don’t forget to report your hours on VMS!

http://www.facebook.com/northtexasmasternaturalists
http://www.facebook.com/groups/135874426445546
http://public.ntmn.org/
http://public.ntmn.org/
http://coppellnaturepark.org/
http://members.ntmn.org/calendar


CHAPTER ANNOUNCEMENTS
APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR CLASS OF 2018     Laura Kimberly

SPREAD THE WORD!
On October 1, 2017, the North Texas Chapter began accepting applications for the Class of 2018. If you 
know someone who is passionate about the natural world and is ready to volunteer for nature, please 
let them know about our upcoming class!

October 1, 2017—Applications open; available at ntmn.org
December 1, 2017—Application deadline
February 6, 2018—First Day of Class

NEW CLASS MENTORS NEEDED       Laura Kimberly

Share your experience and enthusiasm with the members of the Class of 2018 by volunteering to 
mentor.  

The mentors’ roles are to: 

  - Make the trainees feel welcomed and appreciated
  - Be a sounding board for questions and concerns
  - Encourage participation in projects and meetings
  - Provide information/clarification on policies and procedures

Mentoring activities are eligible for volunteer hours. Mentors orientation will be scheduled for late fall.  

To volunteer, contact Sara Beckelman at sbwormlady@gmail.com. 
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OBITUARY       

William Edward Everhart, NTMN Class of 2009, passed on August 24, 2017, in his home in Colorado 
at the age of 75. You may send a gesture of sympathy to his family online here.

http://public.ntmn.org/
mailto:sbwormlady%40gmail.com?subject=New%202018%20Class%20Mentor
https://obittree.com/obituary/us/colorado/walsenburg/boies-ortega-funeral-home/william-everheart/3083454/


Citizen Science

Citizen science is a group of projects that is growing at NTMN. Citizen science can be seen as a 
way for “real scientists” to leverage the activities of volunteers to improve their insight into the real world 
and advance understanding. Volunteers are dispersed throughout the world to observe and collect data 
that scientists do not have the resources to do themselves.

We have a number of projects that have been established to provide members the opportunity to be 
citizen scientists. For example, the Dallas County Herbarium provides specimens that have been 
collected, identified, and mounted individually so that we might have a record of the plants found in our 
area. Three copies of each specimen are prepared with one saved in the NTMN collection, one sent to 
the Botanical Research Institute of Texas (BRIT) in Fort Worth, and the third copy is prepared for use by 
educators. BRIT has begun to digitize all the specimens in their collection so that research may be 
conducted online without the need to visit BRIT (there are 1.47 million specimens at BRIT, the ninth 
largest herbarium in the US). NTMN members may help to add to the online effort on their own home 
computer as they view the image of the specimen label and then write what they see so it can be added 
to the database. These specimens are in the BRIT collection and may have been collected long ago so 
it will enable researchers to view the scanned image and see where and when it was collected. We will 
begin offering this project to NTMN members in the near future.

We are using iNaturalist and eBird to assist us in making observations in the field. Identifying an organ-
ism as well as where and when it was sighted gives invaluable data for research so we can begin to see 
pattern in the distribution of these organisms. The volume of data is valuable to science. We participate 
in the four-day Great Backyard Bird Count using the online checklist feature of eBird. The Backyard Bird 
Count is sponsored by the Audubon Society and Cornell University and has participants in 120 coun-
tries providing distribution data.

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Bruce Stewart, Chapter President, 2017
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http://www.learner.org/jnorth/
http://public.ntmn.org/projects/dallas-county-herbarium-2
https://www.brit.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/


Many chapter members test local water sources each month. This effort 
is sponsored by the Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, which 
we know as the Texas Stream Team, and gathers data about the water in 
our rivers, creeks, ponds, and even a few springs in the area. The data can 
be analyzed to determine if changes have occurred. The water used to be 
tested by local, county, or state agencies but they no longer have the 
resources or personnel to do the testing. They do, however, rely upon the 
data to analyze the physical and chemical parameters of water.

NTMN Citizen Science Projects

There are a number of other NTMN projects that may be defined as 
citizen science. This is a partial list:

• BioBlitz Events
• Amphibian/Mussel Watch
• Historic Tree Project
• Invaders of Texas
• Project Feeder Watch
• Master Birder Program
• Texas Species Detection and Monitoring: Cactus Moth 
• Trinity Bird Count

Refer to the Project List on the NTMN Website for more information about these and our other projects. 
There are other projects which would be considered citizen science as they involve field research. A 
prime example would be the Hexalectris orchid surveys that we have conducted at Cedar Ridge 
Preserve for the past fourteen years. Master Naturalists are observing when and where these rare 
orchids occur so that there will be sufficient data to study them.

Bringing Programs to North Texas

There are a number of other citizen science activities that are conducted throughout Texas and we 
receive notice of these events through the Texas Master Naturalist group email. (To sign up, click here.) 
If you see one that you think our chapter might support, please let me know and we will see if we can 
get a similar program in North Texas. Many of the programs are held near Austin and College Station 
because our large public universities are located there. We should be able to hold programs in North 
Texas using our resources or having them come to us. The other seven chapters in North Texas would 
also likely join us as our interests are very similar from one chapter to the next.

Thanks for your participation.

Bruce Stewart
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Testing the water near TRAC. 
Photo by Jennifer Weisensel

http://www.meadowscenter.txstate.edu/Service/TexasStreamTeam.html
http://members.ntmn.org/archives/projects?v=a
https://listserv.tamu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=TMN&A=1


Texas Discovery Gardens              Gary Barton

The Texas Discovery Gardens will feature a booth for Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists just 
outside the entrance to the gardens under the veranda. It will be the perfect venue to greet and answer 
visitors’ questions as they pass our table. The NTMN pollinator trunk will be on display to complement 
the adjoining Master Gardener table emphasizing native and adaptive plants for pollinators.
 
 Weekday shifts:  10:00 am - 1:30 pm and 12:30 pm - 4:00 pm
 Weekend shifts:  10:00 am - 2:00 pm and 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

 
To sign up for the DCMG/NTMN Booth, use the link below.      
https://www.volunteersignup.org/9HHMD

You can also volunteer at all other TDG opportunities during the Fair. 
Contact Fran Thompson at FThompson@TexasDiscoveryGardens.org. 
She will send you the Volunteer Signup link for all other volunteer 
opportunities at TDG.

For more on TDG opportunities, contact Gary Barton at barton.garylee@gmail.com or by calling 
(214) 215-6815.

Texas A&M AgriLife Booth

The booth’s theme this year is “Path to the Plate” providing relevant, current and factual information 
to consumers to make informed decisions about agriculture and health. It will be located inside the Go 
Texan (formerly Food and Fiber) building and be a representation of all aspects of Texas A&M AgriLife 
including 4-H, Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners, and Master Wellness programs.

For more information on the Texas A&M AgriLife Booth, contact Liz Rudd at 
Elizabeth.rudd@ag.tamu.edu or by calling (214) 904-3056.
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There are still
opportunities to  
volunteer at the 

State Fair this year!

https://www.volunteersignup.org/9HHMD
mailto:FThompson%40TexasDiscoveryGardens.org?subject=Texas%20Discovery%20Gardens%20at%20State%20Fair%20Opportunities
mailto:barton.garylee%40gmail.com?subject=TDG%20Opportunities
mailto:Elizabeth.rudd%40ag.tamu.edu?subject=AgriLife%20Booth%20at%20State%20Fair%20Opportunities


Good news!

 The founder of Monarch Watch, Dr. Chip Taylor, has predicted that Monarchs will experience a 
strong rebound this year. There is expected to be “an increase from the 2.91 hectares from last year to 
4 hectares or better this coming winter” in the amount of area the Monarchs occupy in their winter 
roosting sites.   

 Where have all the monarchs been this summer? Most have been hanging out further north for 
the summer, nectaring, and reproducing. After 4 generations, the days grow shorter and the monarchs 
know to start their journey south, feeding on energy-rich nectar to keep them going. During this migra-
tion south, tagging time begins!

 Become the envy of all your neighbors as you traipse through the garden with a butterfly net! 
Catching and tagging Monarchs is fun, and is a great way to participate in the study of Monarch 
Migration. Last year, about 100 monarchs were tagged in a prime MG garden near my neighborhood. It 
took an hour “here and there” for only 5 days. Prime migration began the first week in October. 

 Oh…. why “on the Mitten”? Because the tag’s proper placement is in the mitten-looking portion of 
the Monarch’s bottom wing.

More Fun Info:

 - To buy a net, try Amazon. American Educational Products has a nice one, 14” dia 
 - To follow the Monarch migration and report sightings on an interactive map, go to 
   Journeynorth.com
 - Learn how to create habitat at MonarchWatch.org

MONARCHS... ON THE MITTEN!                    Ellen Guiling
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THANK YOU FROM MIKE RAWLINGS RE: MAYOR’S POLLINATOR GARDEN

From Mike Rawlings FB page:
 
The City of Dallas - City Hall won Honorable Mention in the gReen Thumb category at the 2017 North 
Texas Corporate Recycling Association gR³een Awards for the Mayor’s Pollinator Garden at Dallas City 
Hall. Thank you to Texas Discovery Gardens for all the work they put toward the garden and the Master 
Naturalists for tending it so wonderfully. Thank you, everyone who worked to implement the garden as 
part of the National Wildlife Federation - Mayors’ Monarch Pledge. The City of Dallas is 
committed to restoring habitats and protecting pollinators. Come by and see the garden at Dallas City 
Hall if you haven’t!

http://www.journeynorth.com/
http://www.monarchwatch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DallasCityHall/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/NTCRA/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/NTCRA/?fref=mentions
https://txdg.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NationalWildlife/?fref=mentions


QUARTERLY VOLUNTEER AWARD           Jim Folger
 
Marcie Haley, Queen of Twelve Hills

Marcie Haley, our Quarterly Volunteer Award 
winner, has long been associated with the Oak Cliff 
area of Dallas. Five people recommended Marcie, 
so rather than write something original, I thought 
it would be appropriate to share their comments 
here.

First up, John Wilt, former award winner, 
comments: “Marcie is and has been the driving 
force behind Twelve Hills Nature Center. She has 
been President of the Board for at least 4 years. 
What, I feel, is her best accomplishment, besides 
the resounding prairie restoration, is the program 
she has developed with DISD’s Rosemont 
Elementary School. She trains 5th graders to be 
nature leaders, and along with other NTMNs 
teaches the flora, fauna and geology of Twelve 
Hills. She has also helped develop a pre-school 
program and coordinates the Twelve Hills 
fundraiser, which is instrumental in raising thou-
sands of dollars for the park. In short, Marcie is 
truly passionate about nature and Twelve Hills.”

Jim McIntosh adds: “Marcie Haley is a soft-
spoken, hardworking, compassionate master 
naturalist! She has put in many hours managing

Twelve Hills. Whenever she puts out the call for 
volunteers, she will be there with her Honda 
Odyssey full of tools and refreshments for her 
workers.”

Linda Donnelly: “Marcie Haley’s name has been 
indelibly linked to Twelve Hills Nature Center for 
many years. She has nominally served as Board 
Chair since 2014, but in reality she works as a 
grant writer, safety officer, seed ball maker,  
neighborhood liaison, volunteer coordinator, scout 
project mentor, fundraising organizer, privet-and-
trumpet-vine-eradicator, social media director, 
nature walks leader, native plant rescuer, trash-
picker-upper and dog-poop-scooper, bird counter, 
relationship builder, prairie restorer, strategy 
planner, [and] ecology educator.

Perhaps the biggest impact Marcie has had among 
her many roles at Twelve Hills has been her per-
sonal partnership with Rosemont Elementary 
School. For ten years, hundreds of students in this 
urban DISD school have been treated every year 
to nature walks each April, led by a select group of 
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“She is a soft-spoken, 
hardworking, 
compassionate Master 
Naturalist!”



fifth graders known as Nature Leaders. The Nature 
Leaders have been taught about the ecology of 
Twelve Hills by Rosemont science faculty in 
partnership with NTMNs. Many of the walks are led 
in Spanish in this neighborhood with a prominent 
Latino population. The Nature Leaders themselves 
will tell you they remember first falling in love with 
nature on these walks they attended as 
kindergartners led by older students. Marcie 
continues to take a very hands-on role with this 
successful program.

In her Twelve Hills leadership role, she has built 
relationships with neighbors, local businesses, and 
like-minded organizations such as Texas Discovery 
Gardens and Rogers Wildlife Center. Everyone in 
Oak Cliff seems to know Marcie Haley! In 2016, 
Twelve Hills was voted Best Place to Relax by the 
readers of the Oak Cliff Advocate, and Marcie 
herself was a nominee for an inaugural Oak Cliff 
Earth Day Earthie Award.

Marcie hails from Pennsylvania originally, but it 
seems she got to Texas as quick as she could. She 
is married to lifelong Oak Cliff resident Charlie, and 
they spend many happy hours birding together in 
such places as High Island, Key West, Cape Cod, 
and Colorado locales en route to their condo in 
Crested Butte. Marcie and Charlie also spend a lot 
of time with their children Katie and “little” Charlie, 
who live in the Dallas area with their spouses.” 

Mary Mamantov on Marcie: “Right off, I can tell 
you that Marcie is a terrific record-keeper. For 
audits and end-of-year reports, she has all her 

activity dates, impact data, whatever you need. 
One time I had figured up her client numbers 
incorrectly, but she caught it. She told me, “I think 
it’s such-and-such,” and of course she was right!

She also has the world’s most awesome “cheat 
sheet” for trail leaders like me who don’t know 
all the plants. I was bragging about it one time to 
Dana Wilson, and Dana said, “Yes, Marcie’s cheat 
sheet should be in the Library of Congress!”

Rose Mercer adds: “For three years or more, 
Marcie consistently volunteers for my annual 
tradition at Cedar Ridge Preserve: hosting a May 
field trip of at least 88 third graders. When my well-
designed plan falls apart at the last minute, she 
jumps in, and is a major reason Clift Elementary 
keeps coming back. She manages the issue at 
hand, creates a fun experience for all the 
volunteers, and students, and still makes time to 
share a meal when it’s all over.”

As you read through these comments, you can 
understand why I have little left to add. I am not 
envious of many people, but in addition to the 
strong contributions she has made to our chapter, 
she gets to escape Texas and enjoy the clean, cool 
air, sparkling streams, starry skies, and mountain 
peaks of Colorado, while we are sweltering in the 
Dallas heat.

“She manages the issue at 
hand, creates a fun experience 
for all the volunteers and 
students, and still makes time 
to share a meal when it’s all 
over.”
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PHOTOS FROM THE NTMN OPEN HOUSE
AgriLife Extension Office, October 3, 2017

Photography: Charlie Warnberg and Carroll Mayhew
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PHOTOS FROM THE NTMN OPEN HOUSE (continued)

BIG CHAPTER SAVE THE DATE!

PROJECT
TO VOLUNTEER AT BCP:

Join your MN friends and get to know new ones! Our project is Blackland Prairie Restoration at Mountain 
View College. Bring your work gloves and water bottle! The chapter will provide a water refill station and 
snacks. Also bring stump poppers and small shovels if you have them. Afterwards we will gather for lunch 
on the patio, followed by 3 AT offerings from 1 pm to 4 pm. See below for AT schedule.

Bring a brown bag lunch or order an optional box lunch from Café Momentum. Cost is $18; it’s a 
gourmet, locally-sourced lunch. Box lunches must be ordered by November 4, 2017.  Order here. 
Sign up if you’re coming to Big Chapter Project, or just show up!

FOR ADVANCED TRAINING AT BCP:

Presentations:
1:00-2:00 PM  Entomology, by Mariana Griggs, El Centro College
2:00-3:00 PM  Galls, by Lisa Dolliver, Trinity River Audubon Center
3:00-4:00 PM  The Great Trinity Forest, by Ben Sandifer, Master Birder

Location: Mountain View College, W Building, Room W38, 4849 W. Illinois Ave., Dallas 75211  

To see these maps for more detail click on this link: mn workshop campus map

For information, contact Ginger Greatens at bigchapterproject@ntmn.org, and/or Rose Mercer at 
rosemercer@gmail.com or at (972) 697-7783.

November 11, 2017
VH: 8 am - noon
AT: 1 pm - 4 pm

Mountain View College

Join the Big Chapter project and get VH! Stay for AT!

www.cafemomentum.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/north-texas-master-naturalist-101-tickets-38638901996?utm-source=wa&utm-term=listing&utm-campaign=social&utm-medium=discovery&utm-content=attendeeshare
https://www.volunteersignup.org/H8XKH
http://members.ntmn.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/mn-workshop-campus-map.pdf
mailto:bigchapterproject%40ntmn.org?subject=Big%20Chapter%20Project%20Info
mailto:rosemercer%40gmail.com?subject=Big%20Chapter%20Project%20Info


Do you shop at Kroger or Amazon? You can now help 
North Texas Master Naturalists every time you shop!

Whitney Wolf
Kroger Community Rewards – Customer Instructions

A Digital Account is needed in order to participate in Kroger Community Rewards. If you already have a 
Digital Account, then please skip to the section named ‘Selecting an Organization’.
 
How to Register a Digital Account
Creating a digital account is as simple as 1,2,3! Simply visit www.kroger.com or download the Kroger 
mobile application from the appropriate app store for your device and follow these directions. 
1.      Select the ‘Register’ button.
2.      Enter your information.
3.      Select ‘Create Account’.

Please make sure that you add your card number or create a virtual card number while registering your 
Digital Account. This is required for the Community Rewards program so that your 
transactions apply towards the program.
 
Selecting an Organization
Selecting the organization that you wish to support is as simple as updating the 
Community Rewards selection on your Digital Account.
·        Sign into your Digital Account.
·        Select ‘My Account’.
·        Scroll down to the ‘Community Rewards’ section of your account page.
·        Select ‘Enroll Now’ or ‘Edit’.
·        Enter the name North Texas Chapter of Master Naturalists or NPO number 59818.
·        Click on ‘Save’.

Your selected organization will now display in the Community Rewards section of your account page.
Any transactions moving forward using the card number associated with your digital account will be 
applied to the program.

It takes approximately 10 days for the Community Rewards total to begin displaying on your receipt.
 
Viewing your Rewards Details
Wondering how much you’ve earned towards your selected organization? You may view the total earned 
during the last quarter by following these instructions.
·        Sign into your Digital Account.
·        Select ‘My Account’.
·        Scroll down to the ‘Community Rewards’ section.
·        The amount earned will be listed as ‘Last Quarter Kroger Donation’.
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www.kroger.com
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KROGER AND AMAZON SMILE (continued)

Additional Details
You must present your Kroger Plus Card or provide your Alternate ID at the register during the transaction 
in order for it to count towards the program.

Organization selections must be renewed once a year, during the month of August. Simply follow the 
instructions detailed in the ‘Selecting an Organization’ section in order to maintain or update your selected 
organization.
 
Help
If you have any further questions or concerns, please contact the Kroger Digital Customer Service line at 
1-866-221-4141.

AMAZONSMILE

If you have an Amazon Account you can sign up for AmazonSmile. Through AmazonSmile, Amazon do-
nates 0.5% of your purchase price of your eligible items to the organization you choose.

To sign up for AmazonSmile and select an organization:

 - Visit smile.amazon.com

 - Sign in with your Amazon email address and password

 - When the box comes up to select your organization choose North Texas Chapter of the Texas  
   Master Naturalists

 - You’ll receive an email confirmation that you have signed up.

Instead of shopping at amazon.com, shop at smile.amazon.com. The experience is the same.

You can check your account to see how much you have personally contributed to NTMN.

smile.amazon.com
amazon.com
smile.amazon.com


VOLUNTEER PROJECT #1 SPOTLIGHT

Brookhaven Pollinator Garden Project
Connie Koval

In 2015, discussions began with Brookhaven College (where we hold the majority of our classes for new 
chapter trainees) about their sustainability projects and how NTMN could support the natural sciences with 
public education and create an accessible native plant garden on campus.

The result was the establishment of a pollinator garden with native plants, nectar-producing flowers includ-
ing milkweed that will attract bees, butterflies, and other pollinators such as the Monarch butterfly whose 
annual migratory path cuts through North Texas. Below is what it looked like in the beginning.

So far NTMN volunteers have: provided input for development, creation and maintenance of garden, 
activities including weeding, applying mulch & bedding material; suggested resources for native plant 
procurement and assisted in collection and propagation for Spring and Fall installations; assisted with 
preparation of beds, planting, and maintenance of native plants, sowing seeds, fertilization, signage; and 
provided volunteers at educational outreach events in the garden with the Pollinator Nature Discovery 
Trunk. Below is the result as of August, 2017 during the eclipse.

Please join volunteers on any Monday afternoon between 1 pm - 3 pm, or see the calendar and 
announcements for other opportunities to maintain this garden. Be sure to report your hours on VMS.

There are many other activities on the wish list still in planning stages such as, to create and place bee 
boxes, dust bath, toad huts, brush pile, logs with loose bark, and rocks. Another wish is for a water feature 
as a campus project to create a spot good for fireflies, dragonflies, and damselflies (not mosquitos). If you 
want to be involved, please contact Connie Koval at cc.koval@sbcglobal.net.
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VOLUNTEER PROJECT #2 SPOTLIGHT    

DFW Wildlife Coalition
Ruth Maaske

Earn AT and VH Without Leaving Home and Feel Good About It

You can have a good feeling knowing you are helping both wildlife and people by volunteering with the 
DFW Wildlife Coalition (“Coalition”) on a hotline that you can transfer to your home or wherever you are.
You will have six hours of training online, followed by an hour or two with one of our hotline creators or 
supervisors, giving you 7 or 8 hours of AT. Then you earn volunteer hours by serving two hours a week 
(usually) on the hotline. You can do this in your pj’s or however you’re most comfortable because you are 
taking the calls at home. You always have a supervisor to answer any questions when you are uncertain 
how to help.

The hotline was started by rehabbers who have a network with other rehabbers but knew that people who 
find orphaned or injured wildlife, or are having problems with wildlife, have a hard time knowing where to 
turn. The Coalition works closely with Texas Parks and Wildlife and refers only licensed rehabbers who are 
known to maintain good conditions for the animals they help, and can humanely end the lives of those they 
cannot save.

In addition, we advise people how to deal with wildlife that may be causing problems, or that they are 
afraid will cause problems. Sometimes the solution is as simple as giving them more information about 
wildlife that addresses their concerns. Other times we may refer them to professionals who will humanely 
remove wildlife and help them prevent the return if the wildlife is truly threatening.

Not only is it a wonderful experience; you will have great stories to share, some heart-warming and even 
some funny ones.

To learn more or volunteer, reach out to Kathy Milacek at info@dfwwildlife.org. Or, you may ask me any 
questions you may have before volunteering. Either one of us will be happy to talk with you, but Kathy is 
the one who can set you up to get the training and join a great group.  

We also have gatherings a few times a year most years, and you will meet some wonderful people and 
usually get more AT hours. Please join us.
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http://www.dfwwildlife.org/
mailto:info%40dfwwildlife.org?subject=DFW%20Wildlife%20Coalition%20Training/Info


August was an eventful month for the 
young men of Athletes for Change, a residential 
program for boys ages 13-17, located in Glenn 
Heights. These young men volunteer on some 
Master Gardener projects and also have a 
butterfly garden and some raised vegetable beds 
at their facility, courtesy of the Master Gardeners 
who volunteer on that project. In August the Master 
Gardener team partnered with Master Naturalists 
and the folks at Bonton Farms in South Dallas to 
provide the kids with some horticulture education 
combined with fun.

In early August Master Naturalist (and Master 
Gardener) Gary Barton arranged for a tour of the 
Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center in Cedar Hill.  
Master Naturalist Julie Collins started the 
morning with a short talk to kids, staff and 
members of the MG team, on the history and 
philosophy of the Audubon Center, a tour of the 
center and a look at some reptiles. This was 
followed by a self-guided walk (with commentary 
by Gary) on one of the canyon trails. The boys 
were able to get an up-close look at the native 
plants and trees and creatures along the trail, 
capped off by a recreational session in the nature 
playground.

The following week provided some culinary 
education when Master Naturalist Rose Mercer 
and her husband, John, a vegan chef from Café 
Momentum, came to the AFC facility for a cook-
ing demonstration. Chef John allowed some of the 
boys to assist him and observe while he cooked 
some delicious vegan spaghetti. Along the way, 
Chef John explained the benefits of a vegan diet.

The MG team contributed salad (which the boys 
put together), garlic bread and dessert. Produce 
from the AFC vegetable beds were used in the 
spaghetti and the salad. The kids even learned 
how to use a spiralizer to make zucchini ribbons! It 
was great way to spend a Sunday morning.

On the following Friday, the AFC kids and staff 
joined the MG team for a tour of Bonton Farms, a 
community garden and farm in an impoverished 
area of South Dallas. Patrick Wright, Bonton Farms 
Manager, talked to us about the history of the 
garden and its evolution from a small vegetable 
garden to a thriving farm, complete with delicious 
produce, a flock of chickens, honeybees and a 
whole bunch of goats! Patrick also told us about his 
own personal story and how his involvement 
with Bonton Farms changed his life.

Chef John managing the kitchen.
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HOW WE SPENT OUR SUMMER 
VACATION

Maggie Saucedo

http://athletesforchange.org/


We were able to tour the vegetable and herb 
garden, and go into the area where the goats live.  
The highlight of the tour, at least for the kids, was a 
demonstration of a goat getting milked and then a 
chance to feed Seven, the newest baby goat.  

The farm was an amazing place with a passion-
ate and committed group of staff and volunteers. 
Bonton Farms illustrates how community gardening 
can transform a neighborhood and the people who 
live there.

The final event before school resumed was a major 
sheet mulching effort, to choke out weeds and 
grasses around and between the raised vegetable

beds at the AFC facility. The goal is to create a 
large mulched area and paths between the beds.  
A group of MG volunteers worked alongside the 
kids, putting down a layer of cardboard and 
covering it with a thick layer of tree cuttings pro-
vided by a local tree service.

It was hard work but we accomplished a lot, 
although there is still more to do.   

In the meantime, the butterfly serenity garden is 
flourishing. The great partnership between the 
Master Gardeners, Master Naturalists, and Athletes 
for Change continues! 

The kids listen on as Patrick
shares his story; feeding Seven, the baby goat.

Do you have an interesting story that supports our 
NTMN mission? Do you have a desire to write a 
story about a recent project, life experience, or 
training opportunity? 

We want to hear from you!

Send your drafts the newsletter editor, Jennifer 
Weisensel, at newsletter@ntmn.org.
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North Texas Chapter Administration
*President - Bruce Stewart president@ntmn.org
 Goals Committee - Jim Folger goals@ntmn.org
 Nomination Committee - Judy Parsons pastpresident@ntmn.org
 Partnerships Committee - Linda Barnes partnerships@ntmn.org
 Policies and Procedures Guidelines Committee - Whitney Wolf policy@ntmn.org
*Vice President - Rose Mercer vicepresident@ntmn.org
 Audit Committee - Stan Altschuler audit@ntmn.org
 Awards Committee - Jim Folger awards@ntmn.org
 Hospitality Committee - Jean Hill hospitality@ntmn.org
 Programs and Special Events - Bob Richie programs@ntmn.org
 Resource Manager: Gary Barton representative@ntmn.org
*Secretary - Jo Lynne Merrill secretary@ntmn.org
 Historian/Archivist - Natha Taylor historian@ntmn.org
*Treasurer - Linda Donnelly and David Reid treasurer@ntmn.org
*Volunteer Service Projects / Advanced Training Director: 
 Mary Mamantov activities@ntmn.org
 Big Chapter Projects - Vacant
*Membership - Susan Walters membership@ntmn.org
 Volunteer Management System
*New Class Director - Laura Kimberly education@ntmn.org
*Communications - Whitney Wolf communications@ntmn.org
 Facebook - Linda Cooke facebook@ntmn.org
 Newsletter - Jennifer Weisensel newsletter@ntmn.org
 Photography - Carroll Mayhew photographs@ntmn.org
 Social Media Chair - Carrie Robinson socialmediachair@ntmn.org
 Videography Committee - Jennifer Weisensel videos@ntmn.org
 Website - Rick Murphy webmaster@ntmn.org
*Outreach Director - John White outreach@ntmn.org
 Education Outreach - Tabatha Knickerbocker educationoutreach@ntmn.org
 Public Outreach - Adriana Bate & Bert Pigg publicoutreach@ntmn.org
 Speakers Bureau - Karen Helms speakers@ntmn.org
 Trunk Inventory Resource Manager - Elaine White trunks@ntmn.org
*State Representative - Gary Barton representative@ntmn.org
*Immediate Past President - Judy Parsons pastpresident@ntmn.org
*New Class Representative -  Mark Kennedy newclassrepresentative@ntmn.org

*TPWD Advisor - Sam Kieschnick Sam.kieschnick@tpwd.texas.gov

*Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Advisor - Elizabeth Rudd Elizabeth.Rudd@ag.tamu.edu

*Denotes Board Member
The Dragonflyer is published every two months. Send your submissions to Jennifer Weisensel at newsletter@ntmn.org
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