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POSTHUMOUS AWARD FOR JIM VARNUM 

Respectfully submitted by Jim Folger

The award mentioned below was presented at the Annual Award Banquet for the Native Plant Society of 
Texas on November 4, 2017, in Huntsville, TX, and is from an excerpt posted on the NPSOT website: 

The Charles Leonard Weddle Memorial Award for lifetime achievement in the field of Texas native plants 
was accepted by Stephanie Varnum and Jonathan Varnum on behalf of their husband and father who 
passed away last year.

Jim Varnum volunteered over 10,000 hours as a Master Naturalist in the North Texas area since 1999. 
He never wavered in sharing his curiosity, knowledge and goodwill. Jim was a prolific speaker and field 
trip guide, who also published a monthly email calendar of everything happening in the naturalist world.

A NOTE OF THANKS     
  

On September 27, 2017, I attended the Wildlife Society 
conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico through 
gracious financial support from the North Texas Master 
Naturalists. I presented to professional wildlife 
biologists from around the country about how to utilize 
citizen science to guide land management and public 
policy. I was also able to attend several presentations 
from other wildlife biologists and gained many new 
insights and connections to help me in this profession. 
This conference is attended by around 1000 
international wildlife biologists. 
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In my presentation, I explicitly stated the value of working with volunteers and in particular, the Texas 
Master Naturalists. I mentioned the huge success of the 2017 City Nature Challenge and just how many 
master naturalists participated in the various bioblitzes. I spoke of the tremendous amount of high 
quality data being generated through the dedication of you all.  

Thank you so much for funding my registration of $225 to attend this conference on this day. I’m 
extremely happy and grateful to be a part of this group!

~Sam Kieschnick, TPWD Advisor to NTMN

https://npsot.org/wp/story/2017/10439/


I joined the North Texas Master Naturalists in 2011 so I am a relative newcomer to 
a chapter which is celebrating its 20th year in 2018. The year I joined, one of the more active members 
in 2011 was Pauline Schafer. At the time, she was the newsletter editor, handled publicity, and would 
develop fabulous programs for both children and adults at such events as Earth Day at Fair Park. 
Pauline’s husband was a young university professor so the family would move to another position when 
the opportunity arose. I asked Pauline how she found our chapter and she said that she saw a notice in 
the newspaper; she attended a meeting and said that she had “found my tribe.” She took the class as 
soon as she could and really got involved. 

I have thought about her statement that she “found my tribe.”  Whenever we get together there is a 
room full of people who have much in common and get along very well. We don’t talk about religion 
or politics … but we do talk about the Dallas traffic; most of our meetings and classes start during the 
afternoon rush hour. But we still make the trip because we enjoy seeing everybody and the programs at 
the chapter meetings are excellent.

As we have grown during those twenty years, it has been a challenge to make everyone aware of what 
is going on throughout the chapter. When we started everyone knew everyone else, their spouses and 
kids’ names, and probably even had memorized their telephone number. We have made an effort to 
communicate what is going on to the membership as the chapter has grown. We have over 250 current 
members, but only about 80 come to each chapter meeting so it is a challenge to make everyone aware 
of our activities. We have updated our NTMN website and post announcements of the upcoming 
meetings and the calendar gives us a way to see the training and volunteer activities that are coming 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Bruce Stewart, Chapter President, 2017
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up. We use an online program to allow members 
to sign up for activities even if they can’t come to 
the monthly meeting. Everyone can see what is 
going on and it is not necessary to send an email 
or make a telephone call to participate. 

We had an event that David Parrish and Anne 
Curtin conducted at Twelve Hills on Sunday, 
November 19th. People arrived in the afternoon 
for training, but instead of naming the trees for 
them, David and Anne showed them how to use 
a key to figure out for themselves what the trees 
were. 

Continued on the next page Anne and David at Twelve Hills Nature Center
Photography by Marcie Haley



At the end of the session, we hadn’t trained any new tree experts, but the participants appreciated 
now how to do it for themselves and could see how using a key could be handy when trying to identify 
reptiles, butterflies, or any number of things they would want to know about in our environment. About 
half the participants weren’t master naturalists, so we asked them how they found out about the tree ID 
session. They had learned about the class through social media, either through their friends or notices 
about the training. 

We can’t expect to get a notice in the Friday Dallas Morning News about our activities. They don’t print 
that section on Friday anymore. We are using tools that weren’t available twenty years ago and weren’t 
all that common even five years ago. Our session on Sunday brought people from Plano and Flower 
Mound; the traffic isn’t so bad on a Sunday afternoon so it is easy to drive to the next county for an 
event. 

And what became of Pauline Schafer? Her college professor husband got a new job in the Pacific 
Northwest and I am able to follow all the cool stuff she is doing there on my Instagram account.
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ELECTION RESULTS
During the November monthly meeting, the following members were elected into their 
new positions. Congratulations!

President’s Message continued

President
Bruce Stewart

Communications
Whitney Wolf

Treasurers
Dale Bennett and Anne Johnson

Volunteer Services
Bob Thurman

Outreach Director
Laura Preston



It was a beautiful Saturday evening in Corpus Christi in late October 2017. Walking out of the 
awards presentation banquet hall for the TMN Annual Conference, I saw Whitney Wolf and Bruce 
Stewart in the hallway. I was sure they were in the middle of some typical conversation about NTMN 
procedures, so I approached with caution.

“Congratulations on your milestone,” Bruce says as I walk up. Then he asks the question I’ve been 
dreading for at least a year: “Shouldn’t you have more than 250 hours by now?!”

Ugh, I thought. “Well, I knew today would come eventually and that someone would notice. I guess it 
was you.” I paused, as both he and Whitney intently waited on me to continue.

I used to be one of “those” people. You know the ones – you know who you are: The people who don’t 
record their volunteer hours.

I became a certified TMN in the North Texas Chapter in 2008. Natha Taylor was President, and Fred 
Burrell was in that little office in that little hallway being his usual quiet self. Brett Johnson was our 
TPWD representative, and I remember being blown away at his knowledge of just about anything. I had 
heard of the program back in 2006 in Houston but the classes were on Monday mornings and I couldn’t 
leave work to attend. Prior to moving to Dallas in February of 2008, I learned that NTMN classes were 
offered in the evenings, so I immediately filled out an application and was accepted. Certifying as a 
NTMN became one of the benefits of moving up to Dallas during my first year here.

I attended the Open House while still living in Houston and during that event, Natha was one of the first 
people I met. I asked her about getting involved in a specific project and she pointed to a man in a plaid 
shirt with glasses. “You should ask Jim,” she said. Jim Varnum was the second person I officially met. 
After that, a slew of other members and classmates became my friends as I learned about the flora and 
fauna of North Texas.

Back then, gosh, now I don’t even remember how we recorded hours. Most probably because I never 
did it. During the first year, Mark Holland, a fellow class member, was elected our class project lead, 
and I think that guy put in 1000 hours in his certifying year. This was the first person who subtly showed 
to me that recording hours can be an amazing thing when it adds up. But it didn’t really occur to me then 
how important it was to the chapter and TMN program.

About three years ago, the same year that I started to really get involved again, I attended our annual 
December awards celebration, barely knowing anyone and feeling somewhat like an outcast. Since I 
work a fairly demanding job that never seems to end right at 5 pm, I usually miss our monthly meetings. 
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FROM HOURS TO MILESTONES              Jennifer Weisensel

Why Recording Hours in VMS Matters

Continued on next page



During this celebration, a great milestone was being awarded. Jim Varnum was celebrating 10,000
lifetime volunteer hours. I remember when it was announced we all stood up and congratulated him on 
his achievement with tremendous applause. And suddenly, I had tears in my eyes. 10,000 hours. That’s 
10,000 hours of your life you give to a cause, and obviously, a cause you truly care about. That’s work 
that you put in, time focused away from your family, your other hobbies, your work, or your friends. True, 
it’s service that you give freely with NTMN “family” and friends, but all the same, it’s still time that you 
GIVE AWAY. With everyone’s lives being so busy nowadays, I truly think the greatest gift you can give 
anyone or any effort, is your time.

Going into 2016, the VMS was about to be rolled out. That year, I did a lot of VH by my usual standards, 
but barely any AT, so I didn’t recertify. Did I record any of it? Barely. All that time; all those hours. Who 
knows to what number it could have amounted.

It took a while to realize, and perhaps it was because I found myself volunteering to be our newsletter 
editor, or maybe it was because I was participating in conversations with the Communications Team and 
with Bruce and other members, but it finally dawned on me that if I was going to help in our chapter’s 
communications efforts, I should also probably help lead the effort for one of our biggest concerns: 
recording our VH and AT on VMS. So, starting in 2017, I vowed to myself to record everything, and I 
mean EVERYTHING I did. Every phone call, every email, every meeting, everything. To not be afraid to 
ask how to record VH if I didn’t know. To be bold and ask questions about validity of AT not specifically 
listed on the calendar. To use the people of our chapter as an asset – like Mary Mamantov – when I 
didn’t know how to input my time. I mean, she’s there to help us, right?

And so began hours and hours of newsletter editing and the like. Going into the 2017 Annual 
Conference, I had almost 125 volunteer hours and completed 15 hours of advanced training in 2017. 
That Saturday night at Annual Conference, Charlie Grindstaff, a fellow TMN from the ITMN chapter, 
received a milestone for 5000 hours. The ITMN Chapter is a newer chapter and Charlie received most 
of these hours in her first year. This is a milestone of love.

Then, later that night, a man I did not know, was celebrated as having 10,000 lifetime volunteer hours, 
just like Jim Varnum. At our banquet table, we figured out that if he became a member during the first 
TMN year, 20 years ago, to reach 10,000 lifetime volunteer hours you’d have to average a whopping 
500 hours a year. This averages to 41 or so hours a month, which to me, is like giving a whole week per 
month every month to volunteer efforts for 20 years. This is also not only a milestone of love, it’s a 
milestone of commitment to TMN friends, to the community, and most importantly, to our natural world.

“I should really be in the 500 hour range, honestly.” I said. “Each video takes 20 or so hours. I’ve never 
recorded that.” Bruce and Whitney looked at me forgivingly. I had been waiting for someone to call me 
out on this. Now that it was out in the open, I felt sort of better about it.

And here’s where it gets interesting.
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Continued on next page



I’m not sure where Bruce got this estimate, but 
I’ve heard him say it a few times and he said 
it again that night in Corpus Christi. “Well you 
know, when I told Laura Kimberly that each 
volunteer hour equals $23, she was so amazed 
she said she was never not going to record her 
hours. That was enough for her to understand 
the importance.”

So, let’s do some math. For instance, my 125 
hours this year equals $2,875 to the TMN 
program. Charlie’s 5000 VH equals $115,000. 
Jim and the unnamed man’s 10,000 hours each 
equaled $230,000! And, my lack of recording 
what I would assume was at least 250 hours 
means a net loss of $5,750 to the 
program. This could have been used for 
equipment, outreach, sponsorships, and 
education. This number isn’t just a metric or a 
cost value or loss. It’s less support for and 
encouragement toward the TMN program’s 
mission.

So I ask you, why wouldn’t you record your 
hours? Whatever’s stopping you, stop that! Log 
on and input your data. Extend your commitment 
as a volunteer to not just maintaining that trail, or 
taking out that trunk, or educating that class, or 
leading that walk, or writing that article. Record 
all of your VH and AT because it matters what 
you record just as much as it matters what you 
do.

They say no good deed is really ever done 
without some amount of pride, but I cannot 
imagine what it must feel like to know you gave 
hundreds or thousands of hours of effort to your 
cause. And, have a milestone applause from 
your peers to humbly accept when the time 
comes.

Thank you for your service time (now record it!).
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VMS UPDATE
Do you have hours to report that are 

past the 45 day cutoff date?

Do you need assistance entering 
your hours into VMS? 

Do you want to earn some VH 
assisting other members with 

their VMS reporting?  

We have solutions for all three 
of these concerns!

Hours past the 45 day cutoff? 
Please pick up a copy of the paper form* at a 
General Meeting to report your hours. Follow the 
directions on the back and submit your form to 
Mary Mamantov.

Need assistance entering your hours? 
There are 2 solutions:
 1.) Fill out the paper forms and hand them in 
      to Mary Mamantov.
 2.) Talk to Whitney Wolf about someone to   
      help you enter your hours.

Want to help other members by being a Data 
Buddy?
Talk to Whitney Wolf so that we can match you with 
someone who needs assistance.

Don’t forget that you have until February 15, 2018 
to report hours for your 2017 certification!

*The form is also available on the members site 
under Chapter Resources: http://members.ntmn.
org/resources/chapter-documents

Continued from previous page

mailto:activities%40ntmn.org?subject=Recording%20Hours%20in%20VMS
mailto:communications%40ntmn.org?subject=VMS%20Data%20Buddy/VMS%20Help
http://members.ntmn.org/resources/chapter-documents
http://members.ntmn.org/resources/chapter-documents
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... AND IN OTHER NTMN NEWS ...

Dogwood Canyon Prairie Grass Rescue
Photography by Julie Collins

Herbarium Plant Mounting
Photography by Catherine Rodgers

2017 State Fair of Texas, left: Cecile Wallace, middle: Stan Altschuler and Steve Houser, 
right: Larry Pierce, AgriLife Regional Program leader, and Agent

Photography by Bruce Stewart

Jr MN! at Coppell Nature Park Home School Group 
Photography by Judy Parsons



QUARTERLY VOLUNTEER AWARD             Jim Folger
 
Annemarie to the Rescue!!

Annemarie Bristow, the November 2017 
Quarterly Award recipient, was born and grew up in 
Schwabich Gmund, about 1 hour east of Stuttgart, 
Germany. She had a mischievous and energetic 
nature, and on a dare climbed up the outside of a 
gymnasium building on the flower boxes. She also 
reportedly locked a teacher in a room (she claims 
innocence to this).

She was not born in Texas, but as they say “she 
got here as quick as she could” after marrying an 
American. She has a daughter and two grand-
children, and adopts large breed dogs that need 
homes. She also conducts yoga classes.

Annemarie became a NTMN in 2011, and has 
logged 1,700 hours of volunteer service since then. 
She is always willing to help out when needed, and 
has been described by Dana Wilson as a 5’ 2” 
fireball, committed to getting things done. “No 
weed, no matter how deeply rooted, can withstand 
her shovel, and no valuable seed or cutting is 
allowed to lie dormant – she gets them all to grow.” 
(Author’s note: When I mentioned this at the 
General Meeting, AM corrected me, saying she 
uses as pick axe (mattock), and after the meeting 
demonstrated how she swings it between her legs 
for maximum effect.)

While she has been involved in many different 
activities, the main focus of her energy has been 
committed to Twelve Hills Nature Center and John 
Bunker Sands Wetlands Center (JBS). She 
continues to develop her knowledge of native 
plants and prairie conservation, and has led walks
at JBS as well as Twelve Hills. She has a very 
personal bond with Johnson grass. She is reported 
to have removed tons of it from Twelve Hills Nature 
Center the hard way – by digging up the roots.

In Marcie Haley’s words: “Annemarie Bristow is a 
tremendous force in improving Twelve Hills’ 
butterfly garden, adding diversity to Twelve Hills’ 
land by rescuing, planting, and caring for native 
prairie plants, most of which aren’t available from 
the nursery trade. She cared for 60+ pots of plants 
collected in the late spring of 2016 and then helped 
plant them during October and November. She 
also installs rescues directly into Twelve Hills
immediately after a rescue when suitable. She 
cares for them and makes sure they’re watered 
and given the best chance to survive.”
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“No weed, no matter how 
deeply rooted, can 
withstand her shovel, and 
no valuable seed or cutting 
is allowed to lie dormant - 
she gets them all to grow.”

“[She is] committed to 
getting things done.”

http://twelvehills.org/
http://www.wetlandcenter.com/
http://www.wetlandcenter.com/


Section by section, Annemarie has been improving 
the butterfly garden at Twelve Hills. She has been 
removing Bermuda grass, Johnson grass, and other 
weeds, adding prairie plants and making sure the soil 
is covered with plants to discourage weeds. With the 
help of Friends of OC Parks, she has also created 
several other butterfly gardens in Oak Cliff (Kidd 
Springs, Lake Cliff, and Kiest Parks). 

Linda Dunn, Education Manager at JBS comments: 
“She has played a huge part in getting our front 
gardens completed and was one of the main people 
to design and implement our prairie garden. She 
also led a monthly walk for 3 ½ years. She is always 
willing to do whatever is necessary to make JBS a 
success.”

There are probably lots of other projects she helps 
with that most of us don’t know about. She just 
goes about her business in an enthusiastic and 
professional way, making us all proud to have her 
as a fellow chapter member.

Hi Jim and Bruce,

I want to send a belated thanks for the 
quarterly volunteer award, which was such an 
honor, and for the heartwarming article in the 
Dragonflyer.

The kind words from my NTMN friends, who 
are so important to me, are very inspiring. 

Many MN volunteers contribute to education 
and prairie restoration efforts at Twelve Hills; 
I’m truly appreciative of how NTMN has made 
the project successful. 

I am very fortunate to have found NTMN and 
to be able to surround myself with so many 
like-minded people who I admire and enjoy!
 
Sincerely,
Marcie Haley
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“She is always willing 
to do whatever is 
necessary...”

A NOTE OF THANKS

Photography by Carroll Mayhew

DO YOU KNOW A FELLOW
NTMN YOU’D LIKE TO 

NOMINATE FOR A 
QUARTERLY AWARD?

Write up a brief summary and 
submit your nomination to 

Jim Folger at
awards@ntmn.org

We want to hear from you!

mailto:awards%40ntmn.org?subject=Quarterly%20Award%20Nomination


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM
Grand Hall, Texas Discovery Gardens

December 6, 2017
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Our Annual Awards Dinner is coming up in the Grand Hall at Texas Discovery 
Gardens on Wednesday, December 6, 2017. We will concentrate on recognizing the 
contributions of our chapter members. This year’s celebration will be a more streamlined 
version because we will not have a speaker.  

The evening will begin with registration at 5:30 PM, with an opportunity to pay your 2018 
chapter dues, consume appetizers, mingle with others, and participate in a discovery 
game. The catered dinner from Aspen will begin at 6:30 PM, followed by the program at 
7:00 PM. Special Awards will be celebrated and member milestones and certifications 
will be recognized. Adjournment will occur no later than 8:30 PM.

Contributions of appetizers and desserts are appreciated. You may also bring wine if you 
wish. There is no corking fee.

Please let us know if you would like to help set up and/or clean up (VH is available), and 
if you are bringing an appetizer or dessert, sign up at www.volunteersignup.org/YYHXC. 
For last minute questions, you can also reach out to Jane Duke by email at 
janeduke@sbcglobal.net.

Hope to see you there!

2016 Annual December Awards Banquet
Photography by David Rogers

http://www.volunteersignup.org/YYHXC
mailto:janeduke%40sbcglobal.net?subject=2017%20NTMN%20Awards%20Dinner


VOLUNTEER PROJECT SPOTLIGHT    
The Big Chapter Project at Mountain View College, November 11

Being a new master naturalist, Class of 
2017, this was my first Big Chapter Project. I 
anticipated 35 Master Naturalists would roll up 
their sleeves that morning, grab their loppers, and 
work diligently to remove unwelcome privet from 
the Blackland Prairie at Mountain View 
College.

I did not anticipate being awe struck by the 
enthusiasm, dedication, and kindness of these 
master naturalists. It was a day filled with not only 
sweat and monster size piles of privet, but a great 
day of community building and exploring this 
beautiful site.  
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Witness accounts report: “apartment building sized 
piles of privet” were removed Saturday by our 
dedicated chapter members who also found 
bluebonnet rosettes, bluestem grasses, sage and 
yucca. Adam Cochran serves as our chapter’s 
Mountain View College project leader. He will 
provide updates on our impact, and organize 
additional workdays on campus.

Ginger Greatens
Class of 2017
Big Chapter Project Coordinator

Photography by Carroll Mayhew

Continued on next page

Sam Kieschnick, our chapter’s Texas 
Parks and Wildlife advisor and urban 
wildlife biologist, was pleased when he 
heard the NTMN’s say, “Wow, I didn’t 
know there was such a nice pocket 
prairie out here! Win! I know that battling 
privet feels like an exercise in futility, but 
it’s so important that we try our best to 
do something — without any action, it 
easily engulfs a prairie and prevents so 
many of those native prairie plants from 
flourishing.”



With our chapter membership laboring 
outside, inside speakers address a workshop to 
showcase other Master Naturalist projects and 
partnerships in southern Dallas County as an 
introduction to what our chapter accomplishes in 
our community and the caliber of education we 
offer. In an ideal classroom overlooking a 
creek-side commune area, our chapter’s 
president, Bruce Stewart (and my favorite dry 
comedian) introduces our chapter, the number 
of our projects, and our growth and participation 
rates to further illustrate our increasing impact.
 
Then with an unparalleled sense of wonderment 
and curiosity, my dear and thoughtful friend 
Stalin SM presents photography as a naturalist’s 
tool. Look for his next presentation to the chapter 
and learn the Rule of Thirds and Leading Lines. 

Next Sam Kieschnick (aka SamBiology in the 
iNaturalist community) presents about 
biodiversity in the metroplex. “I hope that through 
my presentation, participants recognize the 
extraordinary biodiversity that exists here in the 
urban ecosystem and that our actions impact that 
biodiversity. We can develop wisely so that 
fragments of wildlife habitat can persist.”

Leading into our lunch hour, Bob Richie guides 
an exploration of edibles right under our feet on 
the beautiful blackland prairie of Mountain View 
College’s campus; and attendees mingle with 
membership over a picnic lunch.
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Kicking off our afternoon session for valuable 
Advanced Training hours, Marianna Griggs, our 
local TAMU-trained Entomologist, discusses 
human-centric government approach to pests, 
and her perspective on entomology in education.

Marcie Haley follows sharing the story of Twelve 
Hills. A small group of caring, conservation-
minded neighbors band together to accomplish a 
landmark learning place within their 
neighborhood, a quintessential representation of 
our chapter’s dedication to our mission: 

“...education, outreach and service 
dedicated to the beneficial management 
of natural resources and natural areas 

within their communities.”
 

Continued on next page



Many thanks to Julie Collins and Lisa Dolliver, who connect people with nature every day at our 
Audubon Centers south of the Trinity River: Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center and Trinity River Audubon 
Center.

“A gall. What’s a gall? What. Is. A. Gall? I know this gal who knows all about galls. Inside and out, this gal 
knows galls.” Many thanks to Lisa Dolliver for sharing all her knowledge of galls.
 
Master Birder Ben Sandifer ends our workshop with a hike through the history of our Great Trinity 
Forest, all located within the city limits of Dallas. I truly believe Ben follows in the footsteps of Ned Fritz in 
his donation of time, knowledge, and persistence to protecting wildlife habitat in Texas, especially locally.

Privet piles and powerful presentations: I am grateful to my entire local naturalist community for coming 
together on November 11, and truly representing our North Texas Chapter to workshop attendees, faculty, 
and student-body of Mountain View College.

Rose Mercer
Class of 2012
Vice President

Please contact Rose Mercer if you want to help 
organize our chapter’s second class in southern 
Dallas County at Mountain View College, likely 
starting Fall of 2018. Rose Mercer also seeks 
feedback on whether to continue joint education/
workday options in future Big Chapter Projects.
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Continued

mailto:vicepresident%40ntmn.org?subject=BCP%20Feedback


Sara Beckelman

It is almost time for our 2018 Class, which starts on Tuesday, February 6, 2018. 
Should we have a full class of 50 students, we will need 25 mentors since everyone would ideally take 
two students. I hope you can volunteer for this rewarding experience. It is always rewarding for me to 
see the excitement on the students’ faces after they get involved in learning about our Master Naturalist 
program.

We will have a class before our January monthly meeting on January 3, 2018, to explain the 
responsibilities of the mentor position, which is to encourage and assist our students to reach certification 
by December 31, 2018. The job is not difficult and doesn’t take up a lot of time; it just entails checking in 
with your student to see if there is anything you can do to help them.  You will see at the mentor class on 
January 3, 2018. After I receive notification from you that you wish to volunteer, I will send out a notice 
about the Mentor class the last week of December 2017.

I’m looking forward to having your help. Combined with the efforts of our New Class Committee, almost 
all of our 2017 class have reached certification by December 2017. Great job, 2017 Mentors!!

Please let me know before the third week in December, if you want to participate. If you know anyone in 
the 2018 class that you would like to mentor, just let me know. Unless two people request the same 
person, you will get your choice. If it doesn’t matter to you, please let me know that also.

You should report your volunteer hours to NTX: Administrative Work - Board/Committee Work. You should 
also report AT hours for the training to NTX: Chapter Offered Training, and your description should be 
Mentor Training. There is 1 hour max allowed for this training.

Thanks so much for volunteering!  

Sara Beckelman
Mentor Coordinator for 2018 Class
sbwormlady@gmail.com
972-252-7098 – Home
972-989-7707 - Cell
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INVITATION TO MENTOR OUR 2018 CLASS

mailto:sbwormlady%40gmail.com?subject=Mentoring%202018%20NTMN%20Class
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Native Plants & Prairies Day (NPPD) was first introduced in 2013 to educate the public about the beauty 
and value of native plants and the Blackland Prairie remnants around White Rock Lake. That year we had 
about 400 people show up for the event, and attendees commented on how well it was organized and 
how much they enjoyed it. The success of this first event inspired the team to make it an annual project 
for NTMN. 

In the past five years, NPPD has grown and evolved with new ideas and participants. In 2016, we had 
close to 2,000 attendees.  Over the years we have had storytellers, Aztec Dancers, folk music, snakes, 
raptors, food trucks, a fire engine, and most importantly, a bison. We have added a raffle, artists, and 
sponsorships. This year’s event featured 11 artists, 12 sponsors, 10 walks on the prairie, 6 indoor 
speakers, 38 exhibitors plus the Climate Ribbon Tree and Selfie booth. 

The value and scope of NTMN’s signature public event has grown with the knowledge gained and new 
plans made every year. While I chaired the event for the first three years, the addition of Rose Mercer as 
my first co-chair in 2016, and Whitney Wolf in 2017, was invaluable in meeting the demands of organizing 
for the event. The ultimate success was due to a core of devoted and energetic people who contributed to 
the planning and execution of the elements that have been required.

Indeed, the value of the event has gone beyond educating the public. It has become an opportunity for 
people/exhibitors of like mind and interests to share a day together at the Bath House Cultural Center.

In assessing the results for 2017, the planning team was disappointed in a drop in attendance – the first 
year this has occurred. There are certainly a lot of competing events at this time of year, and after five 
years, we have determined that a biennial event makes more sense, and we will skip NPPD for 2018. 

At the same time, we have determined that we will put together a series of walks on the prairie near the 
Bath House during April/May, since this is the most important part of what we do - getting people out in 
the natural environment. These walks will encompass plants, birds, insects, trees, and we are looking for 
walk leaders who would like to be a part of this activity.

If you are interested in helping to plan the walks, help on-site in assisting with the walks, or would like 
to conduct a walk please contact myself or Whitney Wolf. We will do our best to schedule times that are 
convenient for your schedule.

NATIVE PLANTS AND PRAIRIES DAY 
PLANNING 2018

Jim Folger

mailto:awards%40ntmn.org?subject=NPPD%202018%20Planning
mailto:communications%40ntmn.org?subject=NPPD%202018%20Planning


MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: Laura Kimberly         Jennifer Weisensel
Getting to know your fellow member          

I first met Laura when I interviewed her 
for the “I’m a Texas Master Naturalist” video 
submission at Connemara Meadow Preserve for 
the 2nd Annual Conference video contest in 2015. 
To this day, I still love how Laura looked when I 
asked, “What is the best thing about becoming a 
Texas Master Naturalist?” and she replied, eyes 
directed passionately up toward the sky, “The best 
things about becoming a volunteer Master 
Naturalist are learning about all the natural places 
or places where nature is appreciated.” Yeah, 
Laura, we agree.

Jennifer: How did you hear about the TMN 
program/NTMN chapter?

Laura: I learned about the Texas Master Naturalist 
program when I overhead a conversation on a 
backpacking trip years ago. One of the hikers was 
talking about his Master Naturalist experience 
monitoring bluebird boxes. When I was getting 
ready to retire, I remembered that, did some online 
searching, and found the North Texas Chapter was 
for me.

Jennifer: What made you want to become a 
member?

Laura: I have been a casual observer of nature 
who wanted to know more about what I was 
observing and I wanted to volunteer for nature. My 
husband, Kent Trulsson, also an outdoors 
enthusiast, and I certified together. Master 
naturalisting is something we do can do together. 
(Yes, I’ve made a verb of it.)

Jennifer: Did you find the class time beneficial 
and/or what did you like the most?

Laura: The class time is indeed beneficial! The way 
class time, field trips, volunteer work, and AT fit 
together is brilliantly beneficial. When class is over, 
that doing and learning, learning and doing cycle, 
persists with volunteering and advanced training.

Keep in mind, I did not have an education in the 
sciences beyond high school and my career was 
quite managerial. When I retired, I was coming 
back to learning natural history. The classes do a 
great job of introducing and increasing awareness 
of the tapestry of the natural world and its 
interconnectedness.  

The field trips add see, touch, smell opportunities 
to really observe what the Texas Master Naturalist 
book and the lectures impart.   

I have learned a lot from the folks I volunteer with, 
too. I will shamelessly say I take advantage of the 
masters of plants and insects I am working 
alongside.  I have asked a lot of questions and 
found my nature mentors. One of them has 
actually started limiting the number of questions 
I can ask per day - so that we can get our work 
done, I suppose. 

Over time, the week after week of being in the field 
and in the dirt; then having opportunities to start 
teaching new volunteers or scout troops, church 
groups, and school classes doing a service project, 
mean my experience and my knowledge just keep 
expanding.    
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Jennifer: What projects did you get involved in 
once you became a member?  

Laura: Even before I started the class I began 
volunteering at the Connemara Meadow and 
LLELA. I thought I was going to be a plant person, 
but I happened to get to work with insect people 
who inspired me to want to know more about the 
insects. I still study plants with the sense of how 
they are interconnected with insects. I also started 
participating in citizen science through iNaturalist, 
another great activity I can contribute to even as I 
benefit from a community that teaches me.   

Now I am working on the volunteer component 
for the Master Volunteer Entomology Specialist. I 
am expanding my volunteer work to include insect 
talks and outreach at other venues.

And at some point, I just have to say “no more,” 
even though everything about the Master 
Naturalist concept wants to draw me in further. 

Jennifer: What made you decide to volunteer to 
be Class Director?

Laura: I admit, when I started out, I did not want to 
do the same thing as a volunteer that I had done 
for a living — directing continuing education pro-
grams. I wanted to be outside and doing outreach. 
But I do have the background and it is more fun to 
do it for fun. Ellen Guiling (Education Director for 
2104-2015) asked me to be on the Committee — 
how can you say no to the happy, positive vibe of 
Ellen Guiling? From there things just seemed to fall 
into place. I still make sure outside volunteering is 
a priority, too.

improving the hidden natural area gems in the 
Metroplex. I was delighted to learn of the many 
little places tucked in all over the Dallas area — I   
did not know that Twelve Hills, Spring Creek 
Forest, White Rock Prairie, or LLELA existed until 
I started making my way into the Master Naturalist 
program.   

Jennifer: Anything else you want to add?

Laura: Though many of us say, “but I am not a 
master” I have come to realize that the Master 
Naturalist community makes the master moniker 
work. All the pieces of knowledge we each have 
add up to Master. I am very keen on participating 
in the community of Masters — learning from it, 
volunteering within it, and adding to the impact. Of 
course quite a few truly are masters; they give 
us strength.

QUICK FACTS
Name:  Laura Kimberly
NTMN:  Class of 2015
Hometown: Born in Asheville, North Carolina  
  Grew up in Kissimmee, Florida
NTMN Postion(s):
  New Class Committee
  New Class Director for 2018-2019
  LLELA project contact
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Jennifer: What do you 
think is the biggest 
impact the TMN 
program provides to 
the community?

Laura: In our area, 
the biggest impact the 
Master Naturalist 
program has is 

“...everything about the 
Master Naturalist concept 
wants to draw me in further.” 



2017 STATE FAIR RECAP   

Gary Barton

This year our Master Naturalists volunteers had several opportunities to help at the State Fair. 

At the Texas Discovery Gardens, Dallas County Master Gardeners and North Texas Master Naturalists 
collaborated to develop an outreach booth at the entrance into the outdoor gardens. Our popular NTMN 
Pollinator Trunk was a hit with children and adults alike. This venue provided a perfect opportunity to 
make new friends with our Master Gardeners cousins, another program of the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension.

The reduced entrance fee to visit Texas Discovery Gardens during the fair, made possible by an 
arrangement between the State Fair and Texas Discovery Gardens, brought more visitors into the 
gardens than in previous years. Our booth was prominently positioned near the garden entrance, 
allowing our volunteers to interact with over 5,700 visitors. 

Beverly Guthrie with the East Texas Chapter drove from Tyler to volunteer the first day of the State 
Fair, which she has done for many years.  She was originally with our North Texas Chapter and has no 
plans to break with tradition.

Master Naturalists also volunteered in other 
areas at Texas Discovery Gardens, including 
the Sammons Butterfly House, Snakes of Texas,
Native Butterfly Habitat, and the new 
Hummingbird Garden, which was recently 
dedicated to the memory of Jim Varnum, teacher 
and friend to naturalists everywhere.

Our volunteers also helped with Farm Day at the 
Fair, an event showing 3rd and 4th graders how
agriculture impacts their lives.  

Master Naturalists also assisted the Texas A&M 
AgriLife team at the “Path to the Plate” booth 
inside the Go Texan building providing current 
and factual information to consumers to make 
informed decisions about agriculture and health.

Photography by Gary Barton
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2017 TEXAS MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM 
ANNUAL MEETING RECAP

Whitney Wolf

Thirty intrepid North Texas Master Naturalists attended the Texas Master Naturalists Annual Meeting in 
Corpus Christi on October 20 – 22. A wide variety of advanced training opportunities ranged from “What’s 
that Calling From the Pond?,” “You Wormed Your Way into My Heart – A Hands On Parasite Experience,” 
and, “Laws and Ethics,” to “Texas Whooping Cranes: Past, Present, and Future,” made it difficult for 
attendees to choose the sessions any one person could possibly attend in the schedule. And, the field 
trips, from kayaking to birding, filled up very quickly and many were disappointed not to get into their 
chosen activity to enjoy the coastal environment. The most common complaint at the meeting was “I 
cannot go to everything I want to attend! There aren’t enough hours in the day.”  

Our chapter sponsored 3 sessions: Roger Sanderson, from Texas Discovery Gardens, Tiana Rehman from 
the Botanical Research Institute of Texas, and Sam Kieschnick from Texas Parks and Wildlife. In addition, 
four of our chapter members also presented: Susan Gregory, Kristi Kerr Leonard, Monica Morrison, 
and Jennifer Weisensel. To see more about their presentations (and what you missed) please see the 
Texas Master Naturalist Annual Meeting program.  

As you know, one of the highlights of the meeting are the displays of art, newsletters, and scrapbooks.  
We only had one photographer enter the art contest this year – Stalin SM.  He won three of the People’s 
Choice Awards: first place awards for the categories Master Naturalists at Work and Play and Plants, and 
third place for Scenery. Because our chapter has been awarded the first prize for our scrapbook for many 
years (thank you to Natha Taylor and Bobbie Mayhew), we were asked not to enter our scrapbook this 
year to give others a chance.  

We also had one entry into the video category – Spring Creek Forest Preserve Trail Launch Partnership by 
Nick Mirro. We won third place which comes with a check for project support for the chapter. You can see 
the video at this link.  

Next year’s Annual Meeting will be in Georgetown 
on October 26 to 28, 2018. We will be celebrating 
the 20th anniversary for the Texas Master Naturalist 
Program. You will want to plan now to attend what 
is sure to be a great meeting in the beautiful 
Hill Country.  

A current photography slideshow from the 
Annual Conference is showing now on our website.
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North Texas Chapter Administration
*President - Bruce Stewart president@ntmn.org
 Goals Committee - Jim Folger goals@ntmn.org
 Nomination Committee - Judy Parsons pastpresident@ntmn.org
 Partnerships Committee - Gary Barton partnerships@ntmn.org
 Policies and Procedures Guidelines Committee - Whitney Wolf policy@ntmn.org
*Vice President - Rose Mercer vicepresident@ntmn.org
 Audit Committee - Stan Altschuler audit@ntmn.org
 Awards Committee - Jim Folger awards@ntmn.org
 Hospitality Committee - Jean Hill hospitality@ntmn.org
 Programs and Special Events - Bob Richie programs@ntmn.org
 Resource Manager: Gary Barton representative@ntmn.org
*Secretary - Jo Lynne Merrill secretary@ntmn.org
 Historian/Archivist - Natha Taylor historian@ntmn.org
*Treasurer - Linda Donnelly and David Reid treasurer@ntmn.org
*Volunteer Service Projects / Advanced Training Director: 
 Mary Mamantov activities@ntmn.org
 Big Chapter Projects - Ginger Greatens bigchapterproject@ntmn.org
*Membership - Susan Walters membership@ntmn.org
 Volunteer Management System
*New Class Director - Laura Kimberly education@ntmn.org
*Communications - Whitney Wolf communications@ntmn.org
 Facebook - Linda Cooke facebook@ntmn.org
 Newsletter - Jennifer Weisensel newsletter@ntmn.org
 Photography - Carroll Mayhew photographs@ntmn.org
 Social Media Chair - Carrie Robinson socialmediachair@ntmn.org
 Videography Committee - Jennifer Weisensel videos@ntmn.org
 Website - Rick Murphy webmaster@ntmn.org
*Outreach Director - John White outreach@ntmn.org
 Education Outreach - Tabatha Knickerbocker educationoutreach@ntmn.org
 Public Outreach - Vacant publicoutreach@ntmn.org
 Speakers Bureau - Karen Helms speakers@ntmn.org
 Trunk Inventory Resource Manager - Elaine White trunks@ntmn.org
*State Representative - Gary Barton representative@ntmn.org
*Immediate Past President - Judy Parsons pastpresident@ntmn.org
*New Class Representative -  Mark Kennedy newclassrepresentative@ntmn.org

*TPWD Advisor - Sam Kieschnick Sam.kieschnick@tpwd.texas.gov

*Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Advisor - Elizabeth Rudd Elizabeth.Rudd@ag.tamu.edu

*Denotes Board Member
The Dragonflyer is published every two months. Send your submissions to Jennifer Weisensel at newsletter@ntmn.org
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