
           Iridescent beetles,   
           �ittering fritillaries, a �ash 
of dragon�y wings – for the
Entomologist, excitement comes 
from your next big little discovery! 
When bug nets and headlamps 
become your favorite fashion 
accessories and your Friday night 
lights involve a white sheet and 
moths, this whole kingdom of life 
in miniature may be your calling.

 

           Called to the woods, the
           Forester is in awe of the 
gentle giants of the plant world. A
welcome environment for all, trees
provide shade and shelter for many 
kinds of life. Find something new
around every bend each time you
walk down a winding wooded trail.

           Are your daydreams �lled      
           with the warm feeling of 
sunlight on your skin, birds 
chattering overhead, and sparkling 
water? Caught in the currents and 
swept along like the shimmering 
�sh and underwater plants, you 
simply can’t resist. For this 
character, a rushing river, the 
salty coastline, or a sunrise over 
the wetland never fail to amaze. 

           Fascinated with all things
           plants? Why look up when 
you can look down? �ere is so
much to discover when the grasses,
the trees, and the �owers all have
a story to tell. From the prairies 
to the woods and beyond, the 
botanical world is full of wonder 
and complexity just waiting for 
you to take notice.

           Channeling your inner
            “Crocodile Hunter,” 
reptiles, birds, and critters have 
never intimidated you. �rough 
the woods, under the logs, into the
water, discovery awaits! When
animals are easier to understand
than people, and you follow
more muddy tracks than
Instagram pages, you might just
be a Wildlife Biologist.

           Fascinated with all things
           outdoors? How could you
possibly choose?! You don’t need
to pick a topic to be a student of
nature. What will it be today? A
walk through the woods, a painted
prairie in full bloom, a bird’s �ight
through binoculars, or a fossil from
an ancient ocean? With so much
to discover, there’s no time to 
waste. Nature calls!

Who do YOU become
when you step outside?



400+ acres. East of Rowlett Creek: Home to Texas champion Box Elder. Deep woods on south end. 
West of Rowlett Creek: Limestone outcroppings and plentiful fossils in Beck’s Branch. A wild�ower 
meadow with loop trail supports a vigorous Eastern Bluebird population.

1100+ acres where Blackland Prairies and Eastern Cross Timbers meet. Bobcats, wild turkeys, river otter, 
beaver, wide variety of reptiles/amphibians. Wading and woodland birds and the iconic dickcissel in its 
prairie habitat. Two blinds for wetland wildlife viewing. 10+ miles of trails, including boardwalks and 
paddling trails. Pollinators, damsel�ies, dragon�ies, and beetles galore! Guided walks/workshops.

�ree hiking trails of varying di�culty trace the canyon �oor up to the hill tops—one trail with a view 
all the way to Arlington! Dogwood grove �owers in spring. Superb bird watching. Rich in native plant 
species and pollinators. Excellent visitor center with talks and events for all ages.
Quiet, deeply wooded preserve along Trinity’s Elm Fork with 14-acre pond, wetlands, and wild�ower 
meadows. Loop walking path through the woods and along the pond. 
Wetlands purify wastewater and provide habitat for waterfowl and wildlife. Home to nesting pair of bald 
eagles. Sightings of over 260 varieties of birds. Fantastic views of the wetlands from the one-mile 
boardwalk and a trail to the Trinity River. Water education center. Monthly public days. 
Nearly 315-acre park with wetlands and Lemmon Lake, plentiful migrating waterfowl, year-round 
shorebirds. Paved lakeshore trail part of extensive Great Trinity Forest system that leads to Trinity 
River Audubon Center. 

200 acres of Blackland Prairie. Upland and riparian forest ecoregions with creeks. Nine miles of paved, 
dirt, and DORBA trails, some with interpretive signage. Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Site. Partner 
in American Kestrel Partnership. Monarch migration stopover. Parking lot bio�lter for rain runo�.
100+ acres of upland forest on limestone hills. Highly rated for o�-road biking—features one of the most 
di�cult DORBA trails in DFW. Blue Trail—6-mile beginner, more family friendly, bypasses di�cult 
terrain. Red Trail—12-mile intermediate/advanced, hills, rocky descents, creek crossings.

DORBA: Dallas O� Road Bicycle Association

Nearly 100 acres of riparian hardwood forest along channelized creek. Four miles of �at naturalist trails 
with bird blinds. 15+ miles of DORBA trails. Wildlife tracks in bottomland mud. Pollinator garden.

About 200 acres of old-growth bottomland hardwood forest with some of the oldest (up to 150 years), 
tallest (100+ feet tall), and widest (trunks 4 feet wide) trees in the county. Paved/soft-surface trails. 
Over 100 deeply wooded acres along limestone creek. Several miles of paved trails with picnic areas. 
Trail links to Galatyn Woodland Preserve.

800-acre park along Rowlett Creek with 13 miles of concrete and soft surface trails through Blackland 
Prairie, woods, wetlands. Zip line. Equestrian area.

130 acres reclaimed from an illegal dump. Four miles of hiking trails and boardwalks with bird blinds 
through wetlands, riparian forest, and Blackland Prairie. Bottomland trail with river access. Pollinator 
garden. Excellent visitor center. Classes and events for all ages. Perfect place for new naturalists!
Paved 5-mile trail atop levees along channelized section of Trinity River with views of downtown Dallas. 
Dirt trails in river bottom. Waterfowl, birds of prey, and wading birds when river is up. Ronald Kirk 
Bridge for bicyclists/pedestrians. Connects to extensive trails going south and north. 
Wonderful getaway in heart of Oak Cli�. Gentle 5+ acres on former apartment site. Trails through woods 
and Blackland Prairie recreation. Pollinator garden. Outdoor classroom for elementary students.  
Beloved 1254-acre lake with 10 miles of paved trails. Great birdwatching at northern end, Sunset Bay, 
and below spillway. Brown pelicans and other waterfowl migrators overwinter. Look for twiggy nests of 
monk parakeet colony at electrical substation and nearby towers o� White Rock Rd. Naturalist museum 
at Bath House Cultural Center. 250+ acres of Blackland Prairie. Sailboating, canoeing, kayaking.

1200+ acres of rugged limestone hills with pockets of Blackland Prairie along 7,500-acre Joe Pool 
Lake. O�-road biking/hiking loop maintained by DORBA, with some interpretive signage. Home 
to over 200 bird species, including the endangered Black-Capped Vireo. Overnight camping, 
swimming, �shing.
Nearly 10 miles of well-maintained, rugged trails explore 600+ acres of steep limestone hills and 
soaring 755-feet escarpments with epic views. Lush valleys, riparian corridors, and ponds. Blackland 
prairie restorations. Butter�y garden. Site of native Texas orchids. Great spot for birders.
A few miles of gentle trails through 66 acres of Eastern Cross Timbers, Blackland Prairie, and 
riparian Cottonwood Creek corridor. Natural springs that �ow north (a rarity) are found along the 
creek. Butter�y garden. Center o�ers naturalist training for children and guided nature walks. 

121 acres of upland forest, steep limestone ravines, and Blackland Prairie with eight miles of DORBA 
trails. Abundant wild�owers in spring.

60+ acres of wooded riparian habitat on Elm Fork of Trinity. Great views of river, birds, and wildlife. 
Four-mile loop trail connects to Campion system. Canoe launch. Equestrian area. 

FEATURES FOR THE NATURALIST
Arbor Hills

Nature Preserve

Boulder Park

Breckinridge Park

Cedar Hill
State Park

Cedar Ridge
Preserve

Coppell Nature
Park & Biodiversity
Education Center

Dogwood Canyon
Audubon Center

Elm Fork
Nature Preserve

John Bunker Sands
Wetland Center

Joppa Preserve

Lewisville Lake
Environmental
Learning Area

(LLELA)
Mountain Creek

Preserve
Oak Cli�

Nature Preserve
Oak Point Park &

Nature Preserve
Rowlett Creek

Preserve
Spring Creek Forest
Preserve (Garland)

Spring Creek Nature
Preserve (Richardson)

Trinity River
Audubon Center

Trinity Skyline
Trail

Twelve Hills
Nature Center

White Rock
Lake





Fi
sh

in
g/

wa
ter

bi
rd

 w
on

de
rla

nd
 on

 w
es

ter
n 

ed
ge

 of
 G

rea
t T

rin
ity

 F
or

es
t. N

am
ed

 fo
r 

hi
sto

ric
 F

ree
dm

an
 co

m
m

un
ity

. F
un

 p
op

-c
ult

ur
e t

riv
ia—

Te
xa

s R
an

ge
r s

ce
ne

 in
 B

on
ni

e &
 

Cl
yd

e �
lm

ed
 on

 fo
ot

br
id

ge
 ov

er
 cr

ee
k s

ep
ar

ati
ng

 L
itt

le 
Le

m
m

on
 an

d 
Le

m
m

on
 L

ak
es

.

Pa
rk

 w
ith

 bo
tto

m
lan

d 
fo

res
t a

nd
 tr

ail
s o

n 
th

e T
rin

ity
 R

ive
r. W

atc
h 

a c
ric

ke
t m

atc
h!

 
Si

te 
of

 p
ion

ee
r r

ive
r c

ro
ssi

ng
. 

A 
wi

ld
 w

oo
de

d 
ur

ba
n 

oa
sis

 on
 ro

ck
y h

ills
. P

len
tif

ul 
co

m
pl

ex
 tr

ail
s m

ak
e i

t e
as

y t
o 

ge
t w

on
de

rfu
lly

 lo
st.

 

La
rg

e p
ark

 w
ith

 fe
atu

res
 to

 p
lea

se
 n

atu
ra

lis
t a

nd
 sp

or
ts 

en
th

us
ias

t a
lik

e. 
La

ke
 p

ro
vid

es
 

pa
sto

ra
l s

po
t f

or
 �

sh
in

g. 
G

rea
t v

iew
s o

f R
ow

let
t C

ree
k. 

D
ee

p 
bo

tto
m

lan
d 

ha
rd

wo
od

 fo
res

t w
ith

 tr
ail

s i
s c

oo
l, e

ve
n 

in
 su

m
m

er.
 

D
ow

nl
oa

d 
in

ter
pr

eti
ve

 gu
id

e f
or

 tr
ail

 th
ro

ug
h 

rip
ar

ian
 w

oo
ds

 an
d 

Bl
ac

kla
nd

 P
ra

iri
e o

n 
pr

es
er

ve
’s w

es
t s

id
e. 

Pa
ve

d 
tra

ils
 on

 ea
st 

sid
e e

na
ble

 ev
er

yo
ne

 to
 ex

pe
rie

nc
e t

he
 cr

ee
k 

an
d 

fo
res

t. T
ro

ut
 lil

y t
ou

rs 
in

 sp
rin

g.

Pa
ve

d 
tra

ils
 th

ro
ug

h 
de

ep
 fo

res
t f

or
 p

ea
ce

fu
l s

tro
llin

g. 
Pi

cn
ic,

 br
in

g y
ou

r h
or

se
sh

oe
s f

or
 

fu
n 

in
 th

e h
or

se
sh

oe
 p

it, 
an

d 
vis

it 
tw

o h
ist

or
ic 

ce
m

ete
rie

s. 
Be

st 
ac

ce
ss 

fro
m

 L
oo

ko
ut

 R
d. 

wi
th

 tr
ail

 un
de

r P
lan

o R
d. 

lea
di

ng
 to

 n
atu

re 
are

a. 

G
ra

nd
 p

ark
 w

ith
 m

an
y f

ea
tu

res
 an

d 
ac

tiv
iti

es
, b

ala
nc

in
g n

atu
ra

lis
t a

nd
 re

cre
ati

on
al.

 
In

ter
pr

eti
ve

 tr
ail

 gu
id

e a
va

ila
ble

 on
lin

e. 
O

bs
er

va
tio

n 
to

we
r o

�e
rs 

a s
pe

cta
cu

lar
 vi

ew
 of

 
lan

ds
ca

pe
. P

av
ili

on
 fo

r r
en

t.

Be
st 

kn
ow

n 
fo

r c
om

pl
ex

 o�
-ro

ad
 bi

kin
g t

ra
ils

. 

O
pe

n 
are

as
 an

d 
de

ep
 w

oo
ds

. P
av

ili
on

, s
po

rts
 �

eld
s, 

pl
ay

gr
ou

nd
s, 

an
d 

m
or

e. 

Q
ui

et 
an

d 
wo

od
ed

 tr
ail

s a
lon

g B
ec

k’s
 B

ra
nc

h. 
W

ild
�o

we
r m

ea
do

w.
 

Fa
m

ily
 fu

n 
at 

Jo
e P

oo
l L

ak
e w

ith
 h

iki
ng

, s
wi

m
m

in
g, 

de
ve

lop
ed

 an
d 

pr
im

iti
ve

 ca
m

ps
ite

s, 
�s

hi
ng

 p
ier

s, 
bo

at 
ra

m
ps

. T
ou

r h
ist

or
ic 

Pe
nn

 F
ar

m
 A

gr
icu

ltu
ra

l C
en

ter
.

Sp
ra

wl
in

g p
res

er
ve

 w
ith

 a 
va

rie
ty

 of
 te

rra
in

 ty
pe

s f
ro

m
 es

ca
rp

m
en

ts 
to

 w
etl

an
ds

, 
lac

ed
 by

 m
ile

s o
f t

ra
ils

 in
 a 

ra
ng

e o
f d

i�
cu

lti
es

, s
om

e w
ith

 im
m

en
se

 vi
ew

s. T
er

ri�
c 

na
tu

re 
im

m
er

sio
n. 

G
en

tle
 n

atu
re 

oa
sis

 tu
ck

ed
 be

tw
ee

n 
wa

reh
ou

se
 d

ist
ric

t a
nd

 sp
or

ts-
or

ien
ted

 W
ag

on
 

W
he

el 
Pa

rk
 co

m
pl

ex
. B

iod
ive

rsi
ty

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
C

en
ter

 p
ro

vid
es

 h
an

ds
-o

n 
en

vir
on

m
en

tal
 

ed
uc

ati
on

 to
 sc

ho
ols

 an
d 

th
e c

om
m

un
ity

.

W
on

de
rfu

l p
lac

e t
o l

ea
rn

 ab
ou

t n
atu

re 
an

d 
wa

tch
 bi

rd
s f

ro
m

 in
sid

e t
he

 ce
nt

er
 or

 
ou

tsi
de

 in
 th

e p
res

er
ve

. E
as

y t
o m

od
er

ate
 tr

ail
s, 

so
m

e w
ith

 n
atu

ra
lis

t s
ign

ag
e. 

D
og

s w
elc

om
e o

n 
Sa

tu
rd

ay
s. 

N
atu

ra
lis

t n
irv

an
a w

ith
 im

m
en

se
 bo

tto
m

lan
d 

tre
es

 an
d 

ac
ce

ss 
to

 th
e E

lm
 F

or
k o

f 
th

e T
rin

ity
 R

ive
r.  

Br
in

g y
ou

r b
in

oc
ula

rs 
to

 sp
ra

wl
in

g w
etl

an
ds

 w
ith

 bo
ard

wa
lks

 th
at 

ge
t y

ou
 cl

os
e t

o 
wi

ld
lif

e o
n 

m
on

th
ly 

op
en

-h
ou

se
 d

ay
s. 

G
rea

t e
du

ca
tio

na
l t

ra
ils

 an
d 

vis
ito

r c
en

ter
 in

 
th

is 
un

us
ua

l h
ab

ita
t.

Pr
em

ier
e n

atu
re 

ce
nt

er
 in

 L
EE

D
 G

old
 bu

ild
in

g w
ith

 ed
uc

ati
on

al 
di

sp
lay

s o
n 

th
e r

ive
r 

ec
os

ys
tem

. E
as

y t
ra

ils
 w

ith
 ed

uc
ati

on
al 

sig
na

ge
 th

ro
ug

h 
a v

ar
iet

y o
f h

ab
ita

ts.
 B

es
t 

ac
ce

ss 
to

 th
e T

rin
ity

 R
ive

r i
n 

th
e c

ou
nt

y a
nd

 oc
ca

sio
na

l k
ay

ak
 to

ur
s. 

A 
ble

nd
 of

 n
atu

re 
an

d 
do

wn
to

wn
 d

eli
gh

ts.
 F

oll
ow

 up
 a 

di
nn

er
 at

 T
rin

ity
 G

ro
ve

s w
ith

 a 
tra

il a
m

ble
 as

 th
e s

ky
sc

ra
pe

rs 
lig

ht
 up

. P
ed

es
tri

an
 br

id
ge

 ov
er

 ri
ve

r p
ro

vid
es

 
im

pr
es

siv
e v

iew
s. 

Re
tre

at 
to

 th
is 

in
sp

iri
ng

 n
eig

hb
or

ho
od

 p
ark

 in
 O

ak
 C

li�
 th

at 
is 

be
lov

ed
 by

 ad
ult

s a
nd

 
ch

ild
ren

. P
ar

tic
ip

ate
 in

 gu
id

ed
 ed

uc
ati

on
al 

bi
rd

 an
d 

pl
an

t w
alk

s. 
Ec

o-
ed

uc
ati

on
 si

te 
fo

r t
he

 co
m

m
un

ity
. 

Tr
ea

su
red

 ur
ba

n 
lak

e w
ith

 ex
ten

siv
e p

av
ed

 tr
ail

s f
or

 bi
cy

cli
ng

/w
alk

in
g, 

bi
rd

wa
tch

in
g 

are
as

, c
ult

ur
al 

ce
nt

er
 w

ith
 n

atu
ra

lis
t m

us
eu

m
, a

nd
 w

ate
rsp

or
ts 

fro
m

 p
ad

dl
eb

oa
rd

 to
 

ka
ya

kin
g t

o s
ail

in
g. 

Po
pu

lar
 d

og
 p

ark
 an

d 
pi

cn
ic 

pa
vil

ion
s w

ith
 vi

ew
s. 

(e
as

t o
f R

ow
let

t C
re

ek
)

(w
es

t o
f R

ow
let

t C
re

ek
)

82
5 W

. I
rv

in
g B

lvd
.

Ir
vin

g, 
TX

 75
06

0 

47
37

 R
ive

r O
ak

s R
d.,

D
all

as
, T

ex
as

 75
24

1 

32
00

 W
. R

ed
 B

ird
 L

n.
,

D
all

as
, T

ex
as

 75
23

7 

81
7 M

ar
y C

li�
 R

d.,
D

all
as

, T
X 

75
20

8

97
2.

72
1.

26
00

 

97
2.

94
1.

72
50

97
2.

30
4.

35
81

Le
wi

sv
ill

e L
ak

e
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l

Le
ar

ni
ng

 A
re

a
(L

LE
LA

)

La
rg

es
t n

atu
re 

pr
es

er
ve

 in
 D

all
as

 ar
ea

 fe
atu

res
 w

id
e r

an
ge

 of
 h

ab
ita

ts.
 E

as
y t

o h
ike

 
de

ep
 an

d 
fo

rg
et 

th
e c

ity
 h

ere
. S

elf
-g

ui
de

d 
ca

no
ein

g/
ka

ya
kin

g a
nd

 gu
id

ed
 ka

ya
k t

ou
rs 

(se
e L

LE
LA

 w
eb

sit
e).

 N
in

e c
am

ps
ite

s f
or

 p
rim

iti
ve

 ca
m

pi
ng

. C
ha

rm
in

g 1
87

0s
 

ho
m

es
tea

d 
log

 ca
bi

n 
in

 th
e w

oo
ds

.


