WHAT IS TWELVE HILLS
NATURE CENTER?
Created on reclaimed land, Twelve Hills Nature
Center is an urban preserve located in the Oak Cliff
neighborhood of Dallas.
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Twelve Hills seeks to educate adults and children
about environmental stewardship and
community-building through the grassroots
creation and maintenance of this native Texas
Blackland Prairie. The center is used as an outdoor
classroom for local schools, and a passive
recreational area for the public.
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Established in 2005 on land once occupied by
derelict apartments, Twelve Hills is now five acres
of restored Blackland Prairie — the predominant
ecoregion of North Texas for thousands of years.
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The terrain of Twelve Hills is naturally varying,
with rolling hills and open meadows — setting it
apart from most of the much more flat surrounding
land. In the southwest corner of the preserve lies a
portion of Coombs Creek, which allows for
additional plant and wildlife diversity within this
unique habitat.
The founders and volunteers of Twelve Hills have
worked to create a native urban refuge for
Oak Cliff residents, while promoting biodiversity
by providing pollinator and wildlife habitat —
a much-needed resource as wild spaces continue
to shrink in our ever-expanding urban settings.

THE BLACKLAND PRAIRIE
Named after the dark, rich soil of much of
North Texas, the Blackland Prairie once
covered over 14 million acres of grassland
and served as a foundational element to
the settlement of Texas. After generations
of farming and development, less than 0.1
percent remains intact, making restoration
projects like ours all the more crucial to
maintaining native biodiversity and North
Texas’ ecological and cultural heritage.

TWELVEHILLS.ORG

The center is located at:
817 Mary Cliff Road, Dallas, TX 75208
Open daily from sunrise to sunset.
Entry and activities are always free.

Our mailing address is:
PO Box 224926, Dallas, TX 75222.

In all things of
nature there is
something of the
marvelous
- Aristotle

TWELVE HILLS IS ALIVE!
Ever changing throughout the year, visitors will find
a range of native plants in bloom, butterflies in all stages
of development, and a and a variety of birds, insects and
spiders. Look for other wildlife including rabbits,
squirrels, toads, lizards, and snakes, too.
We’ve shared a few here, but be sure to visit
twelvehills.org for a more extensive collection of flora
and fauna to be found within the nature center.
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VISITING THE
NATURE CENTER
Walk the 0.5 mile loop trail
to explore Twelve Hills and
enjoy the peace, quiet, and
natural beauty.
Bring children to absorb the
feel, smell, and sounds of the
urban prairie to help them
forge a relationship with the
natural world.
Some of the features to
discover as you explore
Twelve Hills:
BUTTERFLY GARDEN
native plants that act as host
to various butterfly species

PRAIRIE MEADOW
grasses and wildflowers of
the Blackland Prairie

RELICS FROM THE
PAST
look for evidence of past use

THICKETS
brush and shrubs provide
habitat and safety for birds

OUR EVENTS
Some of the events and programming at
Twelve Hills include:
• Nature walks for adults and kids
• Rosemont Elementary Nature Leaders
Program for fifth graders
• Seed Preschool
• Nature Appreciation Day
• Educational programs for adults and kids
• iNaturalist Bioblitz City Nature Challenge
• Grape Expectations fundraising event

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Fundraising and contributions help ensure that entry
and activities for families are always free. Community
support pays for nature education, which allows
students and visitors to joyfully learn about the prairie
ecosystem and see firsthand the interconnectedness
of all species within a prairie environment.

thin soil that highlights the
geology of Twelve Hills

Contributions and volunteer efforts enable Twelve
Hills to be a place for visitors to enjoy a relaxing
stroll, attend a nature walk, or simply pause, meditate,
and enjoy the outdoors.

TREE CAVE

WANT TO JOIN OUR EFFORT?

CHALK PRAIRIE

feel what it’s like to hide
in a thicket

SUMAC PASS
find insects enjoying this
rich food source

COOMBS CREEK
water is crucial to life
on the prairie

FOUNDERS’ TREE
a symbol of Twelve Hills’
transition from disuse to a
place that nourishes the
spirit through nature

Helping to shape Twelve Hills’ progress in our
ongoing prairie restoration, while connecting with
nature in a meaningful way, is one of the many
benefits of volunteering at Twelve Hills.
A 501(c)3 nonprofit, Twelve Hills has no paid staff
and relies fully on volunteers for all operations and
maintenance: from pruning and removing unwanted
species, to seeding and planting desired ones, as well
as event planning, public relations, and fundraising.
Visit our website at twelvehills.org or email
twelvehillsnaturecenter@gmail.com for volunteer
opportunities or information on making a financial
gift to the Twelve Hills operating fund.

